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With the reform of the gold currency, it is 
proper to associate measures to prevent the issue 
of small notes. The only step which Congress 
could with propriety take, in relation to the notes | 
of the State banks, would be to provide that no | 
bank shquyld be a depository of the public money, | 
nor should the notes of any bank be receivable in | 
payment of debts to the United States, which | 
issued notes below a certain denomination. We 
may safely rely on the codperation of the several 
States to impose upon their banks the restrictions 
necessary to aid in this desirable change in the 
state of the currency. The alteration proposed, 
should, however, be gradual. A day might be 
fixed after which the restriction above mentioned 
should go into operation, as relates to notes below 
five dollars. A further restriction, so as to affect 
notes, under ten dollars, would hereafter be ad- 
visable, and ought to be regarded as a part of the 
plan now proposed to be adopted. But it is not 
desirable, at this time, to name a definite day for 
that purpose. A great proportion of the issues of 
the State banks consists of five-dollar notes. Any 
measure calculated to impair the currency of notes 
of this description, about the time the Bank of 
the United States is going out of existence, would 
be injurious to the public. When the Bank of the 
United States is withdrawing its notes from circu- 
lation, the void must be filled up by gold and silver, 
or by the notes ofthe State banks, or the currency | 
will be injuriously contracted. And if notes of 
five dollars were then put out of circulation, the | 
diminution of the currency would perhaps be | 
severely felt. And no measure should j adopted, | 
calculated to impede their circulation, until it shall | 


be manifest that the country is relieved from any | 


inconvenience arising from the withdrawal of the 
notes of the Bank of the United States. But as | 
soon as that period arrives, and it is apparent that 
gold and silver can be provided for the ordinary | 
circulation below ten dollars, it would be advisable | 


to extend the restriction to notes of that denomi- |) 


nation. For we can never be safe from the fluc- 
tuations of the currency until all notes below ten 
dollare are banished from circulation. And it will 
be still more secure when the restriction is carried 
up to notes of twenty dollars, so as to substitute 
the gold eagles injthe place of ten-dollar bank notes. 

It will be seen from this statement, that it is no 





pert of the proposed plan to dispense with the State |, 


vanks. It obviously is not in the power of Con- | 


for that purpose, without an amendment to the | 


Constitution; and the States would not, and ought 


not, to surrender the power of chartering banking || 


companies, The State banks are now so numerous, 
and are so intimately connected with our habits 
and pursuits, that it is impossible to suppose that 
the system can ever be entirely abandoned. Nor 
is it desirable that it should be. They are often 
abused, like all other human institutions; yet their 
advantages are many, and under proper regula- 
tions, and with the metallic basis now proposed 
for ipetr payee issues, they will be found of much 
public advantage. 

If there were no State banks, the profitable busi- 
ness of banking and exchange would be moropo- 
lized by the great capitalists. Operations of this 
sort require capital and credit to a large extent, 
and a private individual in moderate circumstances 
would be unable to conduct them with any advan- 
tage. Yet there is perhaps no business which 
yields a profit so certain and liberal as the business 
of banking and exchange, and it is proper that it 
should be open as far as practicable, to the most 
free competition, and its advantages shared by all 
classes of society. Individuals of moderate means 
cannot participate in them unless they combine to- 
gether, and by the union of many small sums, 
create a large capital and establish an extensive 
credit. It is impossible to accomplish this object 
without the aid of acts of incorporation, so as to 
give to the company the security of unity of action, 
and save it from the disadvantage of frequent | 
changes in the partnership, by the death or retire- 


cicensimmaasntoaiais 





| when it is loaned to individuals. 


| 


| 
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ment of some one of the numerous partners. 


lations, will offer a safe and convenient investment 
of small sums to persons whose situations and pur- 
suits disable them from employing their money 
profitably in any other mode. It is not more liable 
to be lost when vested in the stock of a bank than 


it is paid with more punctuality, and it can be sold 


The | 


| incorporated banks, moreover, under proper regu- 


The interest on | 


'| and converted into cash whenever the owner de- | 


sires to employ it in some other way, and if a | 


larger portion of the metals are infused into the 


| circulation, the business of banking will become | 


more sound and wholesome, and less liable to the 


| disasters from which it has suffered under our ex- 


travagant and ill-organized system of paper issues. 


| It will render investments in banking companies 
| entirely safe and secure to the holders, and afford 
| them the almost absolute certainty of a reasonable 
|| profit, without endangering the capital invested in 


it. For this reason, it is neither practicable nor 
desirable to discountenance the continuance of the 


| State banks. 


|, present currency will not be confine 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


SHED AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 





notes were made receivable in payment ofall debts 
to the Government, their currency and general 
credit would be quite equal to that now enjoyed 
by the Bank of the United States. Believing, how- 
ever, that such a provision would be calculated to 
increase the issues of paper, I cannot recommend 
it. ‘The chief object of the plan I propose is to in- 
crease the propertion of the metallic currency with- 
out diminishing inconveniently the general mass of 
the circulating medium, and any provision tending 
to enlarge the proportion of paper beyond what 
iue public convenience requires should be studi- 
ously avoided. 

The advantages of the proposed ro over the 


d to the supe- 


|| rior stability of the paper circulation. 


They are convenient and useful also for the pur- | 


poses of commerce. 


No commercial or manufac- | 


The laboring classes of the community are now 
paid their daily, or weekly wages, in bank notes 


, of the smaller denominations, and if there are any 


in circulation of doubtful value and depreciated in 


| public esumation, they are too often used in pay- 


turing community could conduct its business to any || 


|| advantage without a liberal system of credit, and 
| a facility of obtaining money on loan when the 
| exigency of their business may require it. 
| cannot be obtained without the aid of a paper cir- 
| culation founded on credit. 
| interest of this country to put down the paper cur- , 


It is therefore not the 


rency altogether. 

The great object should be to give to it a foun- 
dation on which it will safely stand. A circulating 
medium composed of paper and gold and silver in 


just proportions, would not be liable to be con- 


stantly disordered by the accidental embarrassments 
or imprudences of trade—nor by a combination of 
the moneyed interest for political purposes. The 
value of the metals in circulation would remain the 
same, whether there was a panic or not, and the pro- 


| portion of paper being less, the credit of the banks 


i | wants of commerce. 
gress (if it desired to do so) to take any measures |} any necessity for a paper circulation of general | 


Funds are more | 


could not be so readily impaired or endangered. 


This | 


The state of the currency then, which is pro- | 
posed in the foregoing resolutions, would provide | 


silver and gold for ordinary domestic purposes 


/and the smaller payments, and the banks of the 


different States would easily be able to furnish ex- | 
changes between distant places, according to the | 


There cannot, therefore, be 


credit throughout the country. 
conveniently and safely transferred from 
place by drafts and bills of exchange than 
notes. 


pcs to 


The immense opcrations between differ- 


ry bank | 


ent parts of the United States are now chiefly car- | 
ried on by this means, and it is only in particular | 


places, and for comparatively small amounts, that 
notes are used; and the local institutions would, 
without doubt, in a very short time make arrange- 
ments among themselves to furnish the exchanges 


| which commerce requires; and the competition | 
among many would reduce the rate of exchange to | 


| its proper level. 


interest to make agreements among themselves to 
honor each other’s notes to a certain extent, and 


Besides, they would find it their | 


thus furnish, as far as might be necessary, a paper | 


cutreney of general circulation, in such places 
as would be likely, from their intercourse with 
each other, to require such a convenience. 


But | 


ments to the poorer and more helpless classes of 
society. They are not always judges of the value 
or genuineness of the notes offered to them, and 
consequently, are often imposed upon, and their 
small earnings still more diminished, by the depre- 
ciated character or entire, worth!essness of paper 
in which they are paid. If the alteration suggest- 
ed should be adopted, the smaller notes would 
soon be banished from circulation everywhere, and 
the laborer would, therefore, be paid in gold and 
silver, and that portion of society which is most 
apt to suffer from worthless or depreciated paper, 


/and who are least able to bear the loss, would be 


| guarded from imposition and injustice. 


| rency. 


It is time 
that the just claims of this portion of society should 
be regarded in our legislation in relation to the cur- 
So far we have been providing facilities for 
those employed in extensive commerce, and have 


| left the mechanic and the laborer to all the hazards 


. i] 
the establishment of such a paper currency ought 


not to have any aid, direct or incidental, by legis- 
lative provisions. While it rests upon mutual ar- 


keep the issues of each other within proper bounds. 
But when they are able to extend their credit by 
any legal provisions, in favor of their notes, the 
temptation is constantly presented to avail them- 
selves of this advantage; and over-issues and over- 
trading are the necessary consequences. 
ever, a different policy should 

ble, the advantages now given b 
of the United States might cadily be extended to 
the notes of the depository banks, and if their 


e deemed advisa- 


of an insecure and unstable circulating medium. 

It may be objected to this plan, that in giving to 
the executive departinent, the ower of selecung 
these fiscal agents from among the State banks, an 
undue influence may be exercised over them, and 
the power be used for improper and corrupt pur- 
roses. The answer to it appears to be a plain one. 
The States in which these tastitutions are situated, 
can at all times contro! them, and would effectually 
interpose to prevent such abuses of power. Be- 
sides, with the diminished revenue which will here- 
after be collected, on the reduced tariff of duties, it 
is impossible to imagine that the gains to be derived 
from the public deposites, when distributed, as they 
must be, among so many banks, and among so 
many stockholders in each bank, can ever be suf- 
ficiently important to tempt them to swerve from 
their duty, or to influence, in any respect, their 
conduct or opinions, , 

But it is proper, no doubt, in all cases, to restrict 
olitical power within certain and defined limits, and 
it will be advisable, therefore, to regulate the selec- 
tion in such a manner as to remove all apprehen- 
sions of itsabuse. The following are respectfully 
suggested for consideration: 

If the danger of abuse is considered by Congress 
as one of any maguitude, and as likely to produce 
improper influence, it may be effectually removed, 
by making it the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to divide the deposites among all the incorpo- 
rated specie-paying banks of the place where the 
revenue is oaeiok in proportion. to their respec- 
tive capitals a tually paid in, provided they are all 


|| willing to receive them upon the terms prescribed 
rangements among the banks themselves, they will | 


If, how- |! 


by law; and if they are not all willing, then among 
so many as would agree to take them, | ; 
Every danger of abuse in the sclection will, by 
this mode, be taken away; and the safety of the 
money could be secured, by authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to demand security from 
any of these banks, when, in his judgment, the 


| public interest required it; and there might also be 


law to the Bank || 


a nrohibition against removing the money to any 
place, except where it was immediately necessary 


|, for the purpose of disbursement. 
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This mode would somewhat complicate the op- ! 


erations of the department. Yet I do not perceive | 


that it would produce any serious inconvenience || 


to the public service. It might, and probably 
would, make it neceasary to employ one or two 
more clerks in the department. But that would 


be but a small consideration, if it be deemed advi- || 


sable to take from the Executive all discretion 
over the subject. 

if, however, Congress should agree with me in | 
supposing that the danger apprehended from this 
diacretion is more imaginary than real, | would then 
respectfully propose the following regulations: 

1}. That the Secretary of the Treasury should 
annually, at the beginning of each session, report 
to Congress the banks which had been used by 
him during the year, as the depositories of the 
public money. 

2. That the banks once selected as the deposi- 
tories of the public money, should be continued as 
such, unless, in the judgment of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the public interest required the de- 
pository to be changed; in which case, he should 
report to Congress, at its next session, the reason 
of the chanve. 

3. That, in all cases where there were two or 
more banks at the same place where the revenue 
is to be deposited, at least two should be employed 
as the depositories of the money of the United 
States, if they are willing to receive it, and give 
the security that may be re quired, 

a 
where the revenue is received, the money shall be. 
deposited in such places as the Secretary shall di- 
rect, subject to the same obligation to report to 
Congress, 

5. No bank to be selected as a depository of the 
public money, or continued as such, which shall 
deal in any stocks, except those of the State in 
which it is situated, or of the United States, 

6. After the third of March, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, no bank to be used as the deposi- 
tory of the public money, which shall issue or pay 
out notes below five dollars, and the notes of no 
bank to be received in payment of debts due to 
the United States, which shall issue or pay out | 
notes of a less denomination than that above men- 
tioned, after the time aforesaid, nor shall any bank 
be a depository of public money which does not | 
pay specie on demand for its notes. 

7. Each bank selected for the deposite of the 
public mioney shall return a statement of its affairs 
to the Secretary of the Treasury once a month, or 
oftener, if required. Such statement shall show 
the arcregate amount loaned to its own officers 
and directors, and also the amount loaned on its 
own stock. 


With these limitations it is believed that the {| 


public money will be safe; and that even the pos- | 


awe 


Whiere there shall be no banks at the places || 


sibility of abuse will be taken away. || 


In submitting this view of the currency and the | 
plan of improving it, | have endeavored to provide | 
against the danger of a too sudden contraction of 
the present circulating medium. I am not pre- 
pared to say that the amount in circulation is at this | 
moment greater, oreven so creat, as the convenience 
of the country requires. I think itis not. For it | 
has been rapidly and injuriously diminished, and 
it is to be regretted that the pains taken to destroy 
confidence in the great mass of the circulating me- 
dium, has so far succeeded as to bring upon the 
community the inconvenience and suff ring which 
a rapid reduction of the cirewlating medium un- 
avoidably occasions. The great object now in 
view is to terminate forever the evil of the present 
system, and to place the currency on a foundation 
so stable that it cannot again be shaken. 

Ifa broad and sure foundation of gold and sil- | 
ver is provided for our system of paper credits, | 
we need not hereafter oe those alternate 
seasons of abundance and scarcity of money sud- 
denly succeeding each other, which has so far 
marked our history, and irreparably injured so 
many of our citizens. 

These remarks are respectfully submitted for 
the consideration of the committee. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, R. B. TANEY, — 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. James K. Pork, 

Chairman Committee Ways and Means 
of the House of Representatives. 


to recommit the bill with instructions. 


The CHAIR said it was not in order. 
Mr. EWING asked if he could move its recom- 
| mitment to a standing or select committee. 


order, 


|| Mr. EWING submitted a motion to commit the 


bill to a select committee, with instructions, and 
obtained leave of the House to express his views 
on the subject. After speaking some time, Mr. 
_E., at the suggestion of Mr. POLK, yielded the 
| floor, with the understanding that he should have 
lan opportunity hereafter to continue his remarks. 
Mr. BURGES then moved an amendment to 
| the motion to commit, instructing the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union to provide 

in the bill that every deposite bank should pay 


three and a half per cent. per annum for all public | 


money which it shall have in possession for two 
months or longer. 


After some remarks from Messrs. POLK, REED, 
BURGES, BINNEY, and FELDER, 


the bill and report were committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER communicated to the House 
the annual statements of the commerce and navi- 
gation of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, ten thou- 


sand extra copies were ordered to be printed. 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Hvrsarp in the chair,) and resumed the consider- 
ation of 

THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The question on the amendments submitted by 
Mr. Vance, viz: to reduce the salary and com- 
pensation to be paid to the Commissioner of the 
Land Office; the Collector, Inspector, and other 


After some conversation as to the question of | 


a ee 
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Mr. EWING asked, if it was in order, to move || 


| 


| 
\ 











inconvenient, and he should hope, as the a pro- 
priation was the usual one, the member from Mas. 
sachusetts would be satisfied. 

Mr. ADAMS pressed his amendment, so as to 
grant $5,000 for incidental expenses, &c., and 
$20,000 for expense of distributing the laws. 

After some remarks from Mr. McKAY, Mr. 
ADAMS, and Mr. FOOT, 

Mr. POLK said the House could not know 
whether the precise amounts designated would be 
sufficient for the objects contemplated for each, 

The question on the amendment of Mr. A. was 
then put and negatived: Ayes 43, noes 63. No 
quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN having ascertained there 
were only 11] members present, 

Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS moved that the committee 
do rise and report the fact to the House. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. POLK desired to have a call of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN informed the committee that 
although they had refused the motion to rise, yet, 


| that no business could be transacted until a quo- 
Mr. BURGES withdrew his amendment, and | 


rum was in attendance. 

Some members having in the interim come into 
the Hall, 

Mr. H. EVERETT rose and advocated the 


| amendment. 


And afier some explanatory remarks from Mr. 
ARCHER and Mr. POLK, the question was a 


‘| second time put, and the amendment was rejected: 


officers of the Customs; the clerks, &c. in the Post | 


Office; the compensation to be given to the next 


| President of the United States; to the clerks in the | 


House of Representatives, and the pay, &c., of | 


members, were severally put and negatived. 


The item for clerks, machinist, and messenger | 
! 


in the Patent Office, $5,400, was agreed to. 


The question being on the item for incidental | 


and contingent expenses of the Department of | 


State, including the expense of publishing and dis- | 


tributing the laws, $25,000, 

Mr. McKAY proposed an amendment thereto, 
substantially to prevent any payments being made 
by the departments for extra clerical service, out 
of the contingent fund, except for recording and 
settling the papers therein. This practice of em- 


| ploying extra clerks, and paying them out of | 


the contingent fund, he considered ought not to be 
permitted. 

Mr. POLK remarked that part of the expense 
which had been incurred under the head of extra 
clerical service, was in consequence of a resolution 
of the Senate calling on the department to furnish 


various returns and statements of the comparative | 
increase per centum of the white population, of | 


slaves, of aliens, and of the militia throughout the 
United States. 
turns had been completed, but for the present he 
would not object to the amendment. 

Mr. HARDIN objected, as this was already a 
question which had been decided by the House. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS wished to have the expense 
of distributing the laws accurately known, and pre- 
sented separate from the incidental and other ex- 
penses of the department. 

Mr. POLK said that the expense of distribution 


varied according to the length of the session, and | 


from other causes it was impossible to be precise 
in the expense to be incurred. The amount ex- 
pended in 1831, was $14,900; in 1832, $19,300; 
whilst in 1833 it was but $11,477. This showed a 
variance of $8,000, but which might be attributed 
to the discontinuance of the practice used formerly 
of employing special agents for the distribution. 


| The conveyance by mail was now used for this || 
|, purpose, 


) The same objection, on the score of 
principle, might be used for the fuel, and they 


might be called on to specify the quantity used for || morning or til 
i 0 rata, for each |, and again from nine till two, and at three return to 


| years past, and to appropriate, 


He was not aware that these re- | 


| 


' 


Ayes 50, noes 74. 

The question recurring on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. McKAY, 

Mr. WATMOUGH opposed it, as not suffi- 
ciently coming up to the professions of those who 
claimed to belong to the old Jefferson school. 

Mr. CHILTON rose to propose an amendment 
to the amendment, viz: to strike out ‘ the excep- 
tion in favor of clerks for arranging the records.”’ 
He would oppose the practice that prevailed, of 
giving any power to the heads of departments, 
at their pleasure to employ extra clerks for any 
purpose, in addition to the number which was 
fixed by law. If the clerks were encouraged in 
this instance, they would look for extra service in 
every other case to help them in duties they were 
themselves capable of performing, as naturally as 
a horse would look to find corn in the trough out 
of which he was accustomed to feed. 

The amendment was further —— by Mr. 
HARPER, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. GREN- 
NELL. 

Mr. McKAY defended the propriety of his 


| amendment, and advocated its nece&sity, as fixing 


some limits to the employment of the contingent 


fund, and rendering it imperative in the Secretary 


_ the Department of State. 


of State to cause the archives in his offiee to be put 
in order. 

Aftersome remarks from Messrs. SHEPHERD, 
HARDIN, and HALL of North Carolina, in 
which the propriety of supplying the clerks in the 
department with newspapers, Niles’s Register, and 
other papers, was incidentally discussed— 

Mr. ADAMS explained that it had been the 
usual practice to have fifty copies of Niles’s Regis- 
ter supplied for the use of our ministers abroad. 

Mr. BATES complained of the increased ex- 
penses to which the department was subjected, and 
inquired for information in relation to them from 
the chairman of the Committee of Expenditure in 
The expense for hard- 


| ware and furniture was enormous. 


Mr. SHEPHERD replied that it was his in- 
tention, he could assure the gentleman, to wade 
through all these matters which were the subject 
of complaint. 

Mr. FULLER, of New York, desired to have 
some information on the subject of the unexpended 


| balances of salaries to the clerks. 


j 
} 
1 


| 
} 


Mr. ARCHER explained. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. CHILTON 
was rejected : 

Ayes 55, noes 81. 

After some remarks from Mr. ADAMS, of Mas- 
sachusetts, and Mr. McKAY, 

Mr. BURD said that, in his opinion, the clerks 
should labor, and Jabor faithfully; that in summer 


|| they should go to their work at six o’clock in the 


, and labor till breakfast, at eight o’clock; 


“department. The practice would be seen to prove | their offices and work till six. He was in favor of 





oo 
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paying them amply for their services, if faithfully | 
performed. — : 

The question being taken on Mr. McKAY’S 
amendment, it was rejected. l| 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike out $1,300 in the | 
324 line, and insert 4650; which was rejected. 

The following clause being under considera- | 
tion: 

‘For the Documentary History of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, per act of the 2d March, 1833, 
$35,000” — ; : 

Mr. McKAY said that, in duty to his country, 
he must oppose this provision, and he would show 
the House that it might involve the country in an 
expenditure of a million of dollars. If the House 
was disposed to listen to the facts regarding the | 
contract with the late Secretary, he would show | 
that he had exceeded his authority in making the | 
contract, and as the hour was late, he moved that 
the committee rise. Rejected. 

Mr. McKAY went into some statements on the 
subject, and moved that the item be stricken out; 
when 

Mr. EVANS moved that the committee do now 
rise. Lost—72 to 84. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. McKay was 
negatived. 

Mr. ARCHER moved an amendment, appro- 
priating $25,000 for the purchase of the original 
correspondence and other papers of General Wash- 
ington. 

After some remarks from Mr. HALL, of North 
Carolina, the report from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, recommending the purchase, was | 
read, and several documents were also read with 
respect to the value of the papers, and some con- 
versation took place, in which Messrs. ADAMS, 
CAMBRELENG, and HALL, took part. 

Mr. ARCHER then withdrew the amendment, 
with a view to offer it again, in another form, 
hereafter. 

Mr. FOOT moved to strike out the item appro- | 
priating $750 for additional watchmen, and an in- | 
crease of the compensation of watchmen of the || 
northeast executive building, in addition to the 
usual appropriation. | 

Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise. 
Rejected—62 to 82. | 

| 
| 
| 
| 


The question being taken on the motion to strike | 
out, it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. FOOT moved to amend the bill, by striking || 
out the item reimbursing the fund for the contin- | 
gent expenses of the northeast executive building, 
&e. r. F. spoke against the clause, and in 
favor of specific appropriations. The motion was 
negatived. 

r. J. @. ADAMS, moved to amend the item 
making appropriations for two additional clerks | 
in the 3d Auditor’s office, by striking out a por- 
tion as surplusage Agreed to. 

Mr. DICKSON moved that the committee rise. | 
Lost—yeas 54, nays 80. 

The item for supplying book-cases and fire-bags 
for the purpose of placing the title papers, &e. in | 
a place of security, in case of fire, was, on motion 
of Mr. POLK, struck out. 

The item for the contingent expense of the office 
of the Commissary General was reduced from || 
$2600 to $2500. | 

The other items preceding these having been || 
gone through— | 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out of the item for | 
additional clerk hire, the words “ for the first half 
of,’? so as to make it read for 1834, in order to 
carry into effect the act of the 7th of January, 
1832, granting revolutionary pensioners $5000. 

Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS inquired how this became 
necessary. 

Mr. POLK explained. 

Mr. EVANS thought as this was an item that 
would require more discussion than could be given || 
to it at this late hour, he would move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. POLK said, the subject could be fully ex- 
amined into when the bill should be before the 
House. 

Mr. EVANS said he was perfectly aware of the 
Cee anxiety to get this subject into the 

ouse. He also knew, when it was there, how 
soon his anxiety for the public service would in- 
duce him to take means to get it passed there. 

Mr. POLK said, if the gentleman would be so 





|| 
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courteous as to permit him to answer him, he 


would make the motion for the rising of the com- 


| mittee. 


Mr. EVANS declined. 


The motion for the committee to rise was nega- | 
| 


tived—ayes 37, noes 78. (No quorum.) 
The CHAIRMAN thereupon rose and reported 


| that fact to the House. 


Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 

Mr. POLK called for the yeas and nays. Or- 
dered. 

Mr. CHILTON hoped the hour of six o’clock 


i would be inserted. 


The motion to adjourn was negatived—yeas 53, 
nays 87. 

The House again went into committee. 

Mr. ADAMS said, as the subjects to arise were 
of high importance, he would move that the com- 
mittee rise, with a view to have a call of the 
House. 

Mr. POLK said he had no objection to the 
committee rising, if the honorable member from 
Massachusetts would agree to take up the bill to- 
morrow, and go through with it, without wasting 
further time. 

On the motion that the committee rise, the vote 
stood— 

Yeas 26, nays 80. (No quorum.) 

The CHAIRMAN rose and reported the fact 
to the House. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS moved an adjournment; on 
which motion, 

Mr. BEARDSLEY demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The motion to adjourn was not decided when we 
were obliged to go to press. 

The motion made by Mr. J. @. ADAMS to 
adjourn, at thirty-five minutes past six o’clock, 
being pending— 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. 
BEARDSLEY, and ordered. 

The motion was rejected—yeas 39, nays 86. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS rose to move a call of the 


| House. 


Mr. SPEIGHT (Speaker pro tem.) decided that 
he had no right to receive the motion. 
Mr. ADAMS appealed from this decision. 
Mr. SPEIGHT considering that there was a 
uorum in the House, his duty was to resign, and 
the House were to resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, in which 


| condition they had been, when the commitee rose 


to report the fact that there was not a quorum in 
attendance. 

The House accordingly went again into commit- 
tee, Mr. Hupsarp in the chair. 

Mr. MOORE rose to a point of order; he con- 
sidered it was the duty of the Speaker to have put 


| the question on the motion made by the member 
| from Massachusetts. 


Mr. SPEIGHT, (in the House,) explained, and 


| 
| maintained that his decision had been in strict con- 


formity to the former practice of the House. That 


_acommittee having reported that a quorum was 
| not in attendance, and it having in the interim been 


ascertained that a quorum was present, then it was 
the duty of the Speaker to vacate his seat, and 
reinstate the committee. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that this was the practice 


| of the House, and insisted upon his right, as well 


as that of every other member, to have the ques- 
tion put to the House upon any motion they should 
present. : 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved the committee rise. 
The motion was rejected. Yeas 59, nays 72. 
The item for additional clerk hire, with the 


-amendment proposed by Mr. POLK, so as to | 
| make it read for 1834 to carry into effect the act 
_of the 7th January, 1832, granting revolutionary | 


pensions, $5,000 was then agreed to. 
After some other items were gone through— 
Mr. CHILTON ALLAN appealed to the House 
not to persist, at so late an hour (then half past 


| seven o'clock) in proceeding with a bill of this im- 
| portance, and which contained appropriations of 
an increased amount, beyond that of former years. 


He moved that the committee rise. 


The vote on this motion stood, Yeas 37, nays | 


61. No quorum. 
The CHAIRMAN rose and reported the fact to 
the House, after which, 


| Senate, declaring such votes an 
illegal and unconstitutional, an 
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Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment, which 
prevailed, and 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpvespay, -fpril 23, 1834. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. McKEAN presented two memorials from 
the county of Chester, Pennsylvania. Also, the 
—- of a public meeting in Mifflin county, 
,ennsylvania, both in faver of the restoration -ot 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States, and 
in favor of a recharter of that institution; which 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of W. J 
Caldwell, and another; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of A. 
A. Nicholson, a first lieutenant of marines, pray- 
ing to be compensated for his services as acting 
assistant quartermaster in the marine corps; 

The petition of Stephen Oats; and 

The petition of James Buchanan: 

Which were severally referred to the Committe 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial from 
the city of Trenton, New Jersey, and another from 
the county of Warren, in faver of a restoration of 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States, and 
a recharter of that corporation; which were read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings of 
a convention of delegates from the several counties 
of New Jersey, appointed at public meetings, re 
commending a restoration of the public deposites to 
the Bank of the United States, and a recharter of 
said bank. 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being Mr. Forsyrn’s amend- 
ment to Mr. PotnpexTer’s resolutions, and Mr. 
PomnpexTer’s appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, which was, that the amendment was in 
order. 

The question on sustaining the decision of the 
Chair was taken, and determined as follows, viz: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Forsyth, Grun- 
dy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of Geoy- 
gia, Linn, McKean, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, 
Tipton, White, Wilkins, and Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Cathoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Poindex- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Waggaman, and Webster—26. 

So the decision was reversed, and the amend- 
ment was declared not to be in order. 

Mr. FORSYTH then asked a division of the 
question upon the resolutions. 

Mr. CLAY rose and submitted the followins 
resolutions, which he hoped Mr. Powpexrex 
would accept as a substitute for his, as the varia- 
tions were not material: 

1. Resolved, That the protest communicated to 
the Senate on the 17th instant, by the President of 
the United States, asserts powers, as belonging to 
the President, which are inconsistent with the just 
authority of the two Houses of Congress, ani 
inconsistent with the Constitution of the United 
States. 

2. Resolved, That while the Senate is, and ever 
will be, ready to receive from the President all 
such messages and communications as the Consti- 
tution and laws, and the usual course of public 
business, authorize him to transmit to it, yet it 
cannot recognise any right in him to make a for- 
mal protest against votes and proceedings of the 
* eve a to be 

requesting the 
Senate to enter such protest on its journals. 

3. Resolved, That the aforesaid protest is a breach 
of the privileges of the Senate, and that it be not 
entered on the Journal. 


After some conversation between Messrs. POIN- 
DEXTER,CALHOUN,CLAYTON, and PRES- 
TON, the point of which was, whether it was not 
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consideration of the paper itself, 


Mr. POINDEXTER aceepted Mr. Cray’s reso- | 


lution as a substitute for his own. 

Mr. BIBB then proposed to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out all that follows the words 
** United States,’’ in the first resolution, and in- 
sert the words ** be not received,’ 

Mr. KANE then obtained the floor, and moved 
an adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


——— = 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weopnespay, Ipril 23, 1834. 
After the reading of the Journal— 


Mr. J. 


incorrectly recorded, made it necessary for him to 
move to expunge the following words from the 
Journal: cher some time spent therein,’’ and 
insert, “And the Speaker resumed the chair, and 
* Mr. Husparp reported that the committee had, 
‘according to order, had the said bill under con- 
‘sideration, and finding itself without a quorum, 
‘had risen, and directed him to report that fact to 
‘the House.”’ And again, to strike out, in anoth- 
er place, ‘* Mr. Huneeann resumed the chair of the 
‘Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
* Union,” and insert, ‘* The House again resolved 
‘itself into Committee of the Whole House on 
‘the state of the Union, and proceeded in the con- 
* sideration of the said bill; and after some time 
meer therein, the Speaker again resumed the 
‘chair, and Mr. Tlunrarp reported that the com- 
* mittee, finding itself again without a quorum, had 
‘risen, and directed him to report that fact to the 
* House.”’ 

Mr. A. said there were other matters connected 
with this, which made it imperative on him to re- 
quire these corrections. He had made a motion 
for a call of the Llouse, which was refused by Mr. 
Serient. He had appealed from this decision, 
and he had refused also to entertain this motion. 
There was no motion made for the chairman to co 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Mr. Hurparn, the chairman, had done so 
incorrectly; and when he ascertained that there 
was not a quorum, he called on the member from 
North Carolina [Mr. Sreienr] to fill the Speaker's 
ehair in the House. He did not believe he was 
authorized to appoint any one. The appointment 
was not according to precedent. The statements 
on the Journal showed that the proceedings were 
informal, After stating at length several cases 
which authorized him to correct the proceeding, 
he said if this were not a mere matter of form, if 
the practice itself had not a tendency to lead to 
scenes of the grossest disorder, he would have 
passed the occurrences over, as that which might 
naturally arise after a long debate, when members 
were excited or fatigued, after a patient attention 
to the duties of the House. But this state of 
things was so interwoven and connected with an 
attempt, on the part of a portion of the House, 
to drive through it a bill, second to none in import- 
ance—he meant the veneral appropriation bill— 
that he could not pass it over. It was evidently 
the design of a portion of the House to drive, force 
it, Without discussion, or permitting any amend- 
ment to be made. To such a leneth was this car- 
ried, that the honorable chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means formally proposed to make the 
motion for the rising of the committee a matter of 
bargain—ay, sir, a matter of bargain, whether he 
would or not object to my motion to this effect. 
It is true, the honorable chairman was arrested in 
the course of these remarks, and called to order. 

Mr. BOON rose to order. He desired to know 
if it was in order to impute such improper motives 
as were imphed by the language of the honora- 
ble member from Massachusetts to the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and to a 
portion of the House. , 

The SPEAKER. No improper motives should 
be attributed by any member to others. 

Mr. ADAMS maintained that he had a perfect 
right to allude, not personally, but historically, to 
the transactions of the previous day in the House. 
He had not made any personal reflection on the 
chairman, or any portion of the House. He trust- 
ed that at this day, when the House was full, that 


Q. ADAMS said, some circumstances | 
which oceurred on the preceeding day, which were | 


a ate 


would be permitted to speak, as he had a right to 
do, of their proceedings, as matter of history, 
when a direct proposition, a bargain, was attempt- 
ed to be made, that if he would agree to sit out 
the bill to-morrow, the member and those whom 
he commanded 

The SPEAKER called the member to order. 

Mr. ADAMS. 


the truth ? 


Mr. POLK, What the honorable member states || 


is not correet; it is not true. 
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better to receive the protest, and proceed to the | adifferent course would be followed, and that he 


Is it not in order, then, to speak || 


Considerable excitement and confusion was ob- | 


served in the House. 

Mr. ADAMS was proceeding, and used some 
language which was not distinctly heard by the 
reporters; for which, 

Mr. POLK rose and called him to order. 


The SPEAKER desired Mr. A. to take his seat. || 


Mr. VINTON inquired for what? 

The SPEAKER said, for having transgressed 
the rules of debate, acting in a disorderly manner. 

Mr. VINTON appealed from the decision of the 


Speaker to the Flouse; and he would make this a | 


question, whether one member had not a right to 
accuse another? 

The SPEAKER. Notona motion of this kind, 
or in an indireet manner. 

The SPEAKER here read from the rules the 


part enjoining upon members that they should | 


avoid personality in debate; and said that he had 
called the member from Massachusetts to order for 
not having confined himself to the question, and 
for making a direct and personal attack upon a 
member of the House. The member having been 
called to order, has taken his seat; the House will 
take what order in the proceedings they think 
proper. 

Mr. WILLIAMS hoped the member from Mas- 
sachusetts would be permitted to proceed with his 
remarks, 

Mr. VINTON here withdrew his appeal. 

Mr WATMOUGH desired to know what was 


the charge against the member from Massachu- | 


setts, 


The SPEAKER said, for not debating the ques- | 


tion, and for making a personal allusion to the | 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
in stating he wanted to make an improper use of 
his privilege, by making a bargain. 
After some remarks from Mr. WATMOUGH, 
Mr. ADAMS having obtained leave to make an 


explanation, he declared he had no intention to | 


make any charge against the honorable chairman. |! 


It was true he had used the word ‘ bargain,”’ but 
not in an offensive sense. He would state the cir- 
cumstances, and the House would then be able to 
judve for themselves. It would be in their recol- 
lection, that after a motion to adjourn was nega- 
tived, that he had moved a call of the House. 
Upon that occasion, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means rose in his place, looked 
forward to him, and said he would agree to ad- 


journ, if he (Mr. A.) would pledge himeelf to 


take up the appropriation bill the following (this) | 


day. and eothrough with it. In these remarks he 


} was stopped by the chairman of the committee. If 


the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means did not understand that this proposi- | 


tion was a bargain, or the House so understood it, 
then it would be an improper word. Had he been 
permitted to answer, he must have said that he 
could not answer for more than himself in such a 
bargain, and although that honorable member 
might be satisfied that by the mere lifting of his 
finger, other members would follow him, and that 
he could carry his object, yet he would not have 
influence over any member, and therefore could 
not make such a bargain. This was his explana- 
tion. He left the proper use of the word to be 
decided upon by the House. 

Mr. POLK rose, but gave way to 

The SPEAKER, who said he owed it to him- 
self to explain the circumstances under which he 
had been in the habit of appointing the Speaker 
pre tem. to preside in his absence. He did not 
consider, by the rule, that he was bound to nomi- 
nate by name to the House the individual whom 
he selected. It was not a fact that the chairman 
of the committee had nominated Mr. Spercut in 
his absence. It was a fact that he was nominated 
by himself; and having been suffering under some 
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indisposition, he had, previous to his leaving the 
House, who were then in committee, informed the 
clerk the person whom he had named. After re- 
ferring to the practice and usage of the British Par- 
liament, on the matters involved, he concluded by 
saying it was competent for the House to express 
their decision on them. 

Mr. POLK hoped that he should be permitted 
an pppartenity to repel the personal attack that 

| had been made upon him. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose to order. He main- 
tained that the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
the right to the floor. 

The SPEAKER said he had relinquished it, 
and then the member from Tennessee having rose, 
was entitled to it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. . If he had, then he had 
nothing more to say; but he considered that he 
had sat down upon being directed to do so. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not yielded the floor, 
| he had taken his seat when called to order. The 
explanation which he had given was to disclaim 

having made a personal attack; in doing this, he 

had not yielded the floor. He then proceeded to 
| contend against the explanation, and particularly 
against the power claimed by the Speaker, to ap- 

point a locum tenens, without naming him to the 
' House. He referred to the perilous consequences 
that might ensue to the House and the nation, if 
with a bare quorum, any member making the mo- 
tion, should not be permitted to have either a call 
of the House, or a motion to adjourn. He had sat 
in his place until seven o0’clock, impransus, and was 
willing to do so at any personal inconvenience, for 
| want of substenance, if it had been the pleasure of 
| the House to do so; that is, of the House properly 
constituted, for he had thought there was a design, 
from what took place, to deprive the members of 
their rights on such an important bil] as that which 
was under discussion. He denied the right of the 
Speaker to nominate a person to act for him, with- 
out the sanction of the House, for, as he got his 
own authority from them, he had not the right to 
transfer it. The motions he made were strictly in 
order, he believed. If the Speaker was present, he 
would not have refused, as the member from North 
Carolina did, either to receive his motion, or refuse 
his right to appeal. He only desired the correction 
of the journal, that it might be in conformity to 
truth and right. a4 J 

Mr. POLK said, as he was not willing to detain 
the House from the more important business Le- 
fore it, he would not follow the example of the 
member from Massachusetts. He only desired to 
notice the severe avimadversions which had been 
made, and in such impassioned language, by that 
honorable member, upon a majority of the House. 
He also desired to notice the allusions which he 
had chosen to make with respect to himself. What 

was the substance of the gentleman’s complaint? 
He charged, that a majority of the House, a great 
portion, were attempting to drive through it the 
appropriation bill, in air improper manner, Sir, 
said Mr. P., I deny the fact; and before | proceed 
further, I must ask, in what situation have we 
_been placed with respect to the appropriation bill, 
to which so frequently, and in vindictive strains, 
_ the member from Massachusetts recurs? Have we 
not been engaged in it for nearly seven whole days? 
and what had been our progress in it? Scarcely 
any, until yesterday. We have been met in all 
-and every of its items, with obstructions pur- 
sely thrown in our way; I may add, with em- 
etn thant improperly raised, to defeat a bill 
actually necessary for the public service at this 
moment, 

What were we to do with a bill of this charac- 
ter, we who deemed it all-important to hasten 
through, when, according to the rumors that 
were more than intimated on this floor, as else- 
where, it was the intention to oppose it all through, 
and to withhold the supplies for the service of 
the nation? Were we to sit still, fold our arms, 
or come to the conclusion which we did, to en- 
deavor to have it passed, and in the only way that 
we could accomplish that passage, by resolving to 
remain patiently in our seats, hear and discuss ob- 
| jections that should be started, and consider them, 
‘in order to obviate them? Sir, it was with this 
| determination I and a number of members, who 
| are to be stigmatized for so doing, came to the Hall 





‘| yesterday, and not to rise until we should get 
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through with it. The gentleman from Massachu- | 
setts, however, whose objects this is caleulated to 
defeat, is not pleased, and he complains that the 
minority cannot control the majority. This is not 
our fault. It is a subject of congratulation to me 
that there are those who evinced their determina | 
tion to carry through a bill which is for the benefit 
of the country. But all this may not doubtless 
please the gentleman, who, always voting for an 
adjournment at four o’clock, may thus, by causing 
delay, for aught I know, accomplish his purpose 
of defeating the bill. Sir, I will speak plainly 

Mr. ADAMS rose to order. The gentleman im- 
putes to me that I always vote for an adjournment, 
and says, that by so doing, it is for the object of de- 
feating the bill, of withholding the supplies. | 

The SPEAKER did not understand that this 
imputation was made. 

Mr. POLK disclaimed it. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was satisfied so far. He 
wished explanation as to the charge for voting || 
always to adjourn, for he believed there was not || 
any member less liable to the charge of desiring to 
adjourn to the injury of his constituents. 

Mr. POLK. If leave this matter to be settled 
between the gentleman and his constituents. I 
have no explanation to give about it. 

Mr. ADAMS. I appeal to the Chair. I am 
insulted; 1 have colesth for an explanation on a 
charge of violating my duty as a member in this 
House. 

The SPEAKER. Such a charge was improper. 

Mr. PATTON here rose to order, and to ask if | 
it was in order to impute to an individual member 
an intention to defeat a bill by voting for an ad- 
journment, what he could not do directly? He 
wished also to know if it was in order to talk of a 
majority in that House who could be led, by one 
member, to vote by the lifting up of his finger? 
He witnessed these altercations and remarks with 
regret, and he must call on the Speaker to arrest 
them. 

The SPEAKER said the parties had been called 
to order. They had taken their seats in conse- | 
quence. 

Mr. POLK resumed, and said that he was about 
to say that, regarding the despatch of the bill 
through the committee as all important to the | 
public service, he wished to proceed with it, and 
when the motion was made to adjourn, he had | 
voted against it. In regard to the charge of pro- || 
posing to make an improper bargain to effect this, | 
although the charge was qualifie 

Mr. ADAMS called to order. 

The SPEAKER. The member from Massa- | 
chusetts has disclaimed that he intended anything | 
personal. 

Mr. POLK then said, that not to tire the House | 
with a continuance of this subject, he would say 
once for all, that, placed as he was, with some 
responsibility, as the organ through whom some | 
of these measures were proposed to the House, he 
would be perfect! sasished, if no greater offence | 
should be charged upon him than that of sticking 
to his seat; for it he should be acquitted to his 
constituents and to his conscience. He would | 
repel the charge that a majority of the House had 
a desire to drive the bill through. 

Mr. ADAMS had not said a majority of the 
House had such an object; he saida majority of 
those present at the time to which he alluded. 

Mr. POLK said, constantly as he was interrupt- 
ed by the gentleman, he would relieve the House 
from the unpleasant discussion. He desired that 
they should go gn with the bill; avowing that he | 
would not be deterred by sitting here late, from | 
that object, by any such complaint as that there | 
was a refusal to adjourn. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, he felt it a duty to state, | 
hat having been called to the chair, in the Com- | 

ittee of the Whole on the appropriation bill, by | 
the kindness of the Speaker, it was his purpose to | 
act in that situation with impartiality; and if he 
committed any error, it should not be designed. 
He was aware that the member from North Garo- | 
lina had been named by the Speaker to fill the | 
chair, if occasion should arise for it, in consequence | 
of his absence. 

Mr. REED regretted the course this subject | 
had taken; he could not allow that the Speaker 1 
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had’ the right to leave the chair, or appoint a 
successor, unless by leave from the House. He '' 


was opposed to the course taken by the presiding 
officer. ; 

Mr. FOOT supported the course taken as 
strictly within the rule. It was always under- 
stood, that the moment a committee rose, in con- 
sequence of there not being a quorum, when it 
was ascertained that there was one, the committee 
were from that moment reinstated in their former 
condition, 

Mr. SPEIGHT justified his course when in the 
chair, as that which was according to the former 
usage of the House. He denied that he had any 
unkind feeling to the member from Massachusetts, 
and would, therefore, forbear noticine further the 
spirit with which he conducted this discussion. 

After a remark or two from Mr. BRIGGS— 

Mr. BINNEY contended that there oucht to be 
some power in the House to compel the attend- 


ance of members in the Committee of the Whole, | 


in order that a minority of the House might not 
control the proceedings of the committee. 

Mr. MERCER suggested that, after all, this 
might be a question of fact and not of order. 


He | 


| had been informed by the eentleman who was in 


the chair when the member from Massachusetts | 


made his motion and appeal, that he did not en- 
tertain them because he was in the act of surren- 
dering, or had surrendered the chair to the chair- 
man of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WAYNE snuegested the expediency, with 
a view to enable the House to get rid of the ques- 
tion, of appointing a committee to examine the 
facts, and correct the journal accordingly. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said he had never known 
the question to be put on returning into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, when a quorum was ascer- 
tained to be present inthe House. He considered 
the question as unimportant, and was anxious that 
the House should dispose of it in one way or other, 


Mr. McKINLEY considered it as a matter of | 


importance that the journal should be made to 


speak the facts as to the proceedings in the House. || 


He contended, in regard to the second proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, that the 


| House was necessarily obliged to return into the | 


committee, when it was ascertained that there was | 


| a quorum, as when a message is received, while 


the House is in Committee of the Whole, the 


|| Speaker takes the chair to enable the House to re- 


ceive the message, after which the House imme- 
diately returns to the committee. 

Mr. CHILTON supported the amendment. 

Mr. BOON believing (he said) that nothing was 
to be gained by a continuance of this debate, and 
wishing to enable the House to proceed to more 
important business, moved to lay the amendment 
on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion, and they were ordered. 


The question being taken on the motion, it was | 


decided in the affirmative: Yeas 100, nays 89. 
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jected were made by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. MeKay,] who was an ardent sup- 
orter of the Administration. He reminded the 
louse that from the commencement of the session 
he had earnestly pressed upon the House his op- 
position to. the tnsertion of any provision in the 
appropriation bills which was not warranted by 
previous laws. If the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
~ adopted his principle when he first made the 
motion to strike out the provision for an additional 
clerkship in the State Department, there would 
have been little delay of the bill, but the gentleman 
himself resisted that motion for two days. He 
utterly disclaimed any unkind feeling towards the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or the chairman of the Committee of the Whole, 
and whatever excitement he might show here in 
discussing facts, he left it at the door of the House 
when he left it, and the moment he left the door 
he would feel willing to wke any member of the 
House by the hand. 

Mr. BRIGGS offered a further amendment, 
specifying that Mr. Spesen7, and not the Speaker, 
was in the chair. 

Mr. POLK said it seemed probable that this 
debate would prevent the House from taking up, 
to-day, the important bill which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had so often referred to, and 
he trusted that he would not be held responsible 
by that gentleman for this delay. ‘The gentleman 

| held him responsible for delaying the bill two 
days. He appealed to the House whether he did 
not make every effort to avoid debate. Very often 
he had, perhaps impatiently, importuned the House 
to proceed with the bill. Atthe close of the second 
day, the gentleman from Massachusetts made a 
long speech on the subject, what he should call a 
set speech. He could hardly account for the e1r- 
cumstance that the gentleman could scarcely rise 
in his place without animadverting, in some way, 
upon him. 4 
He (Mr. P.) discharged the duty of an individual 
member, and could not imagine what object any 
one could have in representing him as influeneing 
others in the discharge of them duties. ‘The 
gentleman from Massachusetts makes assaults 
| upon every one, lashes all around the House, and 
then seeks to retreat by saying that if he had hurt 
any body’s feelings, he did not intend it. He in- 


|| sisted that there was no one provision of this bill 


| 


Mr. ADAMS then moved the following amend- | 


ment to the Journal: 


‘*Mr. J. Q@. Apams moved that there be a call || 


‘of the House. The Speaker refused to put the 
* question; upon which Mr. Apams appealed from 
‘ 


the decision of the Speaker, who refused to enter- | 


‘ tain the motion, and left the chair, which was im- 
‘ mediately resumed by Mr. Husparp, as chairman 
‘ of the Committee of the Whole.’’ 


Mr. BOON moved to lay the motion on the table, | 


upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
negative: Yeas 94, nays 95. 

Mr. ADAMS thanked the House for their de- 


e ; | 
termination to entertain the proposition, which, of | 
} 


the two he had offered, was infinitely the more 
important. He hoped the House would now suf- 
fer the journal to be so altered as to show what 
actually did take place. 
House to lay his former motion on the table he 
was willing to consider as a decision that the House 
was a legitimate House, though a minority of the 
House constituted an actual majority of the Com- 
mittee, rejecting all amendments to the bill, and 
endeavoring to force its passage. He did not 






which was out of the usual course, and trusted 
that he would be acquitted of any unnecessary 
_ consumption of time. But why did the gentleman 
| consume the time of the House by dragging this 
| question before it? He proposes to amend the 
journal, and he goes off and charges the majority 
| of the House with improper conduct, and repeats 
the remarks which he had already made before, 
| Thinking it necessary that we should transact the 
public business, instead of consuming time in po- 
litical discussions, which were intended for effect 
abroad, and ended in no legislation, he hoped the 
Hovse would go on with the appropriation bills, 
sitting late and working hard, till we had got 
| through with them. He hoped we should not sit 
here, to hear the same speeches delivered over and 
over again, for the benefit, as a member of this 


‘| House used to say, of the people of Buncombe. 


The decision of. the || 


He was sorry to consume even the time occupied 

by these remarks. He hoped the House would 

go on to transact its business, without that excite- 

ment which the gentleman from Massachusetts so 
/much manifested, and yet deprecated—that we 
| should do as he says, and not as he does. 

Mr. LANE opposed the amendment, as not 
stating the facts as he understood them. The 
Speaker, he said, had left the chair, and was half 
way off from the platform, before the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts made his motion. 

After some remarks from Mr. EVANS, 

Mr. SPEIGHT said, it was true that he was in 
| the act of leaving the chair, when the motion was 
| made; but candor required him to state, that had 
| he remained in the chair, he should not have con- 
| sidered that he had a right to receive the motion 
| for the call of the House. He also stated, that in 


charge the majority of the House with the at- || his course, he had no design to interfere with the 


tempt to drive the bill through, for the attempt was 
made by a minority. He stated that he himself 
made no motion to amend the bill, except one 


| which the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means accepted. Most of the motions re- 





| rights of any member of the House; and further 
observed, that it would be no cause of mortifica- 
tion to him if his name should be handed down to 
posterity as having made a wrong decision in this 
House. 





ee 
: Ww 
2 an 


342 


Mr. BYNUM said he had voted to lay the 
amendment of the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts on the table, and should now vote 
against Its passage, unless a motion was again 
made for it to lay on the table. 


. ‘ ' 
He thought its passage would be an act of injus- 


tice to his honorable colleague, who had occupied 
the chair at the time alluded to, as the motives and 
reasons by which the decision of which complaint 
had been made, would be handed down te pos- 
terity unexplained, and would certainly subject to 
the suspiciun and censure of all who should in 
future observe the proceedings of the House, the 
conduct of his colleague. The amendment which 
had just been proposed by another honorable mem- 
ber from Massachusetts, (Mr. Buiaas,| he thought 
made the whole still more objectionable. ‘That 
honorable member proposed to insert the name of 
his colleague, who occupied temporarily the ehair, 
and thereby made the censure more express and 
direct, which would inflict additional injustice on 
the occupant of the chair. He believed the con- 
duct of his colicague while in the chair was not 
only innocent, but strictly correct. It appeared 1o 
him, from the different expositions that had been 
made in the House, that his colleague had taken 
the chair, as Speaker, while the Hosue was in 
Committee of the Whole, for a special purpose, 
and his duties were restricted either to adjourn it, 
or to ascertain whether or not there was a quorum, 
on the commission of either of which his colleazue 
thought his functions and powers immediately ex- 
pired,and he did not, therefore, deem himself at lib- 
erty to entertain the metion of the honorable gen- 
Ueman from Massachusetts; but after ascertaining 
the fact that there was a quorum, he immediately 
relinquished the chair, and the House, by its very 


‘nature, was resolved back into a Committee of the 


Whole. It did appear to him (said Mr. B.) that 
this decision was perfectly correct, as upon the 
very ascertainment of the fact of the existence of 
a quorum, the nature of the House was changed 
into a Committee of the Whole, and the functions 
of the Speaker of the House, he thought, neces- 
sarily ceased to exist, immediately after the an- 
nouncement of the fact of the existence of a 
quorum, which forthwith, without motion, con- 
verted the body from the House into a Committee 
of the Whole; and he thought his colleague per- 
fectly right in believing he had no power, as 
Speaker, to entertain the motion of the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] and 
hoped he would be sustained in the decision he 
had made. 

After some remarks from Messrs. FILLMORE 
and CHILTON, 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved that the motion to 
amend be laid upon the table; which was agreed 
to: Yeas 98, nays 90. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON moved the suspension 
of the rules, in order to submit the following: 

Resolved, That the several bills, viz: 

No. 283. Making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year 1834; 
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decided in the negative: Yeas 108, nays 83. [Not 


two-thirds. | 


YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, | 


Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, 
Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bullard, 
Bunch, Burd, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Cof- 
fee, Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickersen, es esl 


Duncan, Dunlap, Ewing, Forester, Fowler, Wm. | 


K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas 


H. Hall, Halsey, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, ; 


Hathaway, Hawkins, Hazeltine, Heath, Howell, 
Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benj. Jones, Kavanagh, 
Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Luke Lea, 


Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Joel K. Mann, | 
Mardis, Moses Mason, Mclintire, McKay, Mc- | 
Kennan, McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, | 


Robert Mitchell, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, 


Patton, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, || 
Pierson, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, Augustine | 


H. Shepperd, Shinn Charles Slade Smith, Speight, 
Standifer, Stewart, Stoddert, Sutherland, William 


Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Thomson, Turrill, 


Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Wayne, Webster, Campbell P. White, Fred- 
erick Whittlesey, Wilson, Wise—108. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, 
Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beis 
James M. Bell, Binney, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, 
Burges, Campbell, Chilton, Claiborne, William 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, Crock- 


ett, Darlington, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, | 
Denny, Dickson, Evans, Horace Everett, Fillmore, | 


Foot, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, 
Gholson, Gilmer, Gorham, Graham, Grennell, 
Hiland Hall, Hannegan, Hardin, James Harper, 
Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, Seaborn 
Jones, King, Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martin- 
dale, Marshall, McComas, Milligan, Moore,Pinck- 
ney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Selden, Wil- 
liam Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Tweedy, Vance, 
Vinton, Watmough, Whallon, Edward D. White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Young—83. 


On motion of Mr. POPE, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, April 24, 1834. 

A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Donetson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. CHAMBERS having obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate, introduced the follow- 
ing joint resolution, which was adopted. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Congress assembled, That the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings cause the Pennsylvania avenue, 
from Capitol Hill to the President’s square, to be 


| watered in such manner as to prevent the incon- 


No. 221. Making appropriations for continuing | 


the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
and repairing said road east of the Ohio, and con- 
tinuing certain Territorial roads; 

No, 269. Making additional appropriations for 
the improvement of certain harbors and removing 
obstructions in the mouths of certain rivers: 


No. 109. Making appropriations for the Indian |). : waar 
| signed by seven hundred and thirty-six citizens of 


Department; 


No, 182. Making appropriations for Indian an- 


nuites, and other similar objects; 

No. 181. Making appropriations for certain for- 
tifeations for the year 1834; , 

Re the standing order of the day for Thursday, 
the 24th instant, at twelve o’clock, and on each suc- 
ceeding day, (Saturdays excepted,) at the same 
hour, until the said bills shall be disposed of; and 
that till the hour of twelve o’clock on each day the 
business of the House shall proceed in the order 
prescribed by the rules of the House: Provided, 
that it shall be in order to present memorials and 
petitions on Mondays. 

Mr. VINTON moved an adjournment. 
jected, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, on 
Mr. Jounson’s motion to suspend the rules, it was 


Re- | 


veniences now experienced. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented a memorial, signed 
by the members of the Nashville bar, praying that 
the terms for holding the United States courts in 


Tennessee, may be changed. The memorial was | 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial, signed || 


by four or five hundred inhabitants of Union 
county, Pennsylvania, praying a restoration of the 


| deposites to the Bank of the United States, and a 


/a number of the inhabitants of the city of Provi- | 


recharter of that institution. Fro " 
Mr. CLAYTON presented a similar memorial, 


Kent county, Delaware. 
Mr. ROBBINS presented a like memorial, from 


dence, Rhode Island, and the adjacent islands. 
Which memorials were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. LEIGH presented the petition of William 
Mann; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of the | 
Trustees of the Indiana Teachers’ Seminary, pray- | 
_ ing a grant of land to promote the objects of said 


Institution. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. TYLER presented the 
J. Catlett; which was referre 
on Finance. 


Mr. CHAMBERS presented the petition of Jo- 


tition of Charles 
to the Committee 


OB 











tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. C. also, presented the petition of the widow 
of the late Colonel Moore, an officer in the Revolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the petition of the Provident Association 

_ of Clerks, in the District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTES. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Smith, administrator of John Taylor, de- 
ceased. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from thé Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill to improve the 
navigation of the river Mississippi, near the city of 
St. Louis; which was read, and the documents ac- 

companying the report ordered to be printed. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the special order, 
being Mr. Biss’s amendment to Mr. Pornpex- 
TER’s resolutions relative to the reception of the 
protest of the President of the United States of the 

_ 17th instant. 

Mr. KANE spoke at length against the resolu- 
tions, and in favor of receiving the protest, and 
_ spreading it upon the journal of the Senate. 

Mr. BIBB rose to address the Chair, but gave 
way to 

Mr. WILKINS, upon whose motion the reso- 
lutions-and amendment pending were laid upon 
the table, and made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to executive business, and when the doors 
were opened— 
| _Mr. HENDRICKS offered the following reso- 
, lon: 
| Resolved, That for the remainder of the present 
, session, Fridays and Saturdays of each and every 
| week shall be devoted to the consideration of bills. 


1} 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the Senate now 
| adjourn; which motion was negatived. Yeas 5, 
nays not counted. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue a 
| register for the brig America, of Savannah, was 
_ read a third time and passed. 


| On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, at half-past four 
| o’clock, 
The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, April 24, 1834. 


| Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
|| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
|| Hewett. Read twice and committed. 


| The following bills from the Senate were read a 
' second time, and referred: 
An act for the relief of John McCartney. 
An act for the relief of the legal administrators 
| of Captain Paschal Hickman. 

The House resumed the cgnsideration of the 
' following resolution, offered some weeks ago, by 
| Mr. Marois, of Alabama: 
|| Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
| Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
| Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 

anks; and, also, as to 


| United States in the State 
\| the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
| hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. 

Together with the substitute offered by Mr. 
Corwin, of Ohio, declaring that the reasons offered 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the removal 
of the public deposites from the United States 
Bank, are insufficient, and unsatisfactory. 

Mr. McKENNAN, who was entitled to the floor 
| when the subject was last taken up, spoke in sup- 
port of the substitute, and against the course of 

the Administration in regard to the United States 
| Bank, till twelve o’clock, when the hour assigned 
|| to the consideration of resolutions expired. 
‘| Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill to enable the Secretary 


|| 
| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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of State to purchase the books and papers of Gen- 
eral Washington. Read twice, and committed. 


The following bills were read a third time, and | 
passed: ; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Blanchard. 

A bill for the relief of John S. Flemming. 

A bill amendatory of the several acts for the re- 
lief of insolvent debtors of the United States. 


The House resumed, in Committee of the Whole, | 
(Mr. Hvpsarp in the chair,) the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the diplomatic 
and civil expenses of the Government for the year | 
1834. 

Mr. McKAY said there was so much confusion | 
when this bill was last before the Committee of | 
the Whole, that he could not draw the attention 
of the committee to all the points in the bill which 
he objected to. He now proposed to go back, and 
moved to strike out the follewing items: 

For the salary of a clerk in the Topographical 
Bureau, $1,000. 

For the salary of a clerk in the Clothing Bureau, 
$700. 

Mr. POLK explained that the object of the first | 
item was to increase the salary of a clerk already 
employed, and that the second was not an addi- | 
tional charge upon the Government, asa clerk had 
been discontinued in the Purchasing department, | 
his business having been chiefly transferred to the 
Clothing bureau. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, wished to know 
how long it had been the practice here to make || 
provision for ** bureaus??? He did not know that 
any were authorized in this Government by law. | 

Mr. POLK remarked, the designation of bureau 
was given to the heads of the departments. The || 
word had been used in former bills. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the word bu- 
reau wherever it occurred. If we sanctioned the 
division of the department into bureaus, we must , 
necessarily add to the number of offices, by adding | 
an appendage of clerks, &c., to each bureau. He 
was not averse to an increase of public officers, if | 
rendered necessary by the increase of business; but 
he would have every office constituted and orga- || 
nized by law. He would have the heads of de- | 
partments to understand, that if they reorganize || 
their departments so as to multiply offices, they || 
snould at least inform us what new organization 
they had adopted. He spoke in ignorance of the | 
matter, not having any means of information be- | 
fore him. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that the divis- | 
ion of duties made in the departments was conve- | 
nient and economical. 

Mr. McKINLEY said, whether the name was || 
appropriate or not, he did not know; but the divis- | 
ion of duties adopted was indispensable to the con- || 
venient despatch of business. The distribution of || 
labor was left by law entirely to the heads of de- 
partments. 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT said, if the appro- |; 
priation bill had been confined to appropriations || 
authorized by previous laws, there could have | 
been no delay of its passage. As soon as it was |, 
ascertained that an expense was authorized by law, 
the appropriation would be allowed asa matter || 
of course. The framers of the bill having made 
it the means of the creation of new offices, must 
bear the responsibility of the delay occasioned by 
objections to it. He went on to urge objections 
against this mode of establishing offices. He 
would like himself to see affixed, in every appro- 
priation bill, to every item, the law authorizing 
it. 

Mr. FOOT suggested that there would be no 
hesitation in passing the items in the appropriation 
bill, if those which were inserted for new offices or 
for increased amount, were withdrawn. Other- 
wise, the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means must not be surprised at the 
opposition, and consequent delay, that should be 
given to the bill. 

Mr. POLK explained. 

Mr. McKAY considered that much of the ex- 
pense arose from the great number of offices into 
which the bureau was divided, and the practice 
which prevailed of appointing to them officers of 
the army, who ought rather to be left at their re- 
Spective posts. He proposed to the member from 

ennessee, that he el: agree to the increase of 
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| 10,600 dollars. 


| ments to offices established by law. 








> . . i} 
the compensation to be given to the Commissary 
General of Purchases to what it was last year, if | 
he would consent to strike out the item for the | 


| clerk’s salary. This would obviate the objection | 


there was to bringing the officers of the army from 
their posts, and would not militate against a proper | 
supply being voted for clothing. 

he discussion on this item was continued by 


| Messrs. VANCE, JOHN Q. ADAMS, and PAR- 


KER. 

And the question having been put on the mo- 
tion to strike out the appropriation for a salary of 
a clerk in the Topographical Bureau, the mouion 
was rejected: Ayes 63, noes 67. 

The question then being put on the second item, 


| the motion to strike out was rejected: Ayes 61, 
| noes 63. 


The next item being for contingencies in the 


| office of the Commissioner of Pensions, $7,000. 


Mr. McKAY was opposed to the number of 


| extra clerks employed in the office, and desired to | 


know what cause there was for anincrease. There 
was another item for salaries of additional clerks, 
This, he thought, was wrong. 
The Executive had no right to create additional 
offices; it belonged to the legislative department 
exclusively; and if this was agreed to, it was 
placing this large sum at the disposition of the | 
President, who might employ as many or as few, | 
to receive this amount, as he pleased. Was this 
right? Unquestionably not. It was contrary to the 


| spirit of the Constitution, which provided that the 


President only had the right *‘ to make appoint- 
** How did it 
happen that, as the Secretary of War had not 


| asked $5,000 in his estimates, it was now become 


necessary ? 
Mr. POLK, in reply, read a letter from the Sec- 
retary of War, stating that this sum was deemed 
necessary. He would also state that $40,332 were 
appropriated last year, whilst only $29,400 were 
proposed for this year. The appropriation of | 


, $5000 is to cover arrearages, and is not required for 


this year: therefore, it was not proper to include it 
in the others. He read a statement from the 
Commissioner of the Pension Office, showing the | 
amount of duties and the clerks to perform them, | 
with their increase from 1002 to 1834. Also, one 
with respect to the arrearage from the Comptroller 


GLOBE. 


343 
payments to those aged and poor pensioners, but 
who could not receive them until additional clerks 
were employed to investigate the justice of their 
claims. ; 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS concurred, as much as any 
member could, in the propriety of attending to 
these claims. He was disposed, from the personal 
attention, the personal knowledge which he had 
of the gentleman at the head of the office, to pay 
full credit to any and everything he should state. 
But his inquiry not being answered, he would 
move to strike out the item, in order to give the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
an Opportunity of procuring better information as 
to the reason why this necessity was not anticipa- 
ted or discovered before. If the Commissioner of 
Pensions, or the Secretary of War, could satisfy 
him of the necessity, he would not oppose it; but 
it was necessary to have full information whether 
the acts of the Executive, as alluded to by the hon- 
orable member from Connecticut, [Mr. Foor,| had 
any share in producing the increased expense. 

Mr. GRENNELL asked that action on the 
items in relation to the office should be suspended, 
considering that the information on which Con- 


| gress were called on to make appropriations was 
| of too general a character, whilst it should be in 


| do another. 


of the Treasury, which explained that the amount || 


asked for had been adjusted, and the department | 
was responsible for it. 
reduce the item from $7000 to $6,500; which he | 
was led to believe would suffice. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, although it had been 


|| necessary, heretofore, to employ the number of 


clerks, it was notnow. He wished to know what 
number of applicants were now before the office 
for pensions; for if the number was not large, 


there was no necessity for additional clerks. | 


Mr. POLK replied, there were thirty thousand 
claims yet undecided upon; and read a further 
statement, showing the necessity which existed for | 
the appropriation. 

Mr. FOOT inquired as to the 


| 
ropriety of the || 
appropriation for $5000 for additional or tempo- | 
rary clerk hire. || 

Mr. POLK read various statements to sustain | 
the application for it. {| 

Mr. FOOT had thought much of the increased | 
appropriations for the Pension Office might have 
been owing to the change of the pension agency | 
from the Bank of the United States—one of the | 
strongest acts of executive assumption of unau- || 
thorized power that came within his knowledge. | 
He desired, therefore, to know whether any of the 
increase was owing to this? 

Mr. POLK. Notone dollar has been increased || 
on that account. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS desired to know what was 
the extraordinary pressure that had arisen since 
the estimates were first made. 

_Mr. POLK replied, that it was impossible to 
ascertain, from the accumulation of business, what 
the precise amount would be when the estimates 
were made in October. The members had, on 
coming to Congress, brought with them various | 
and numerous claims, which the commissioner 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


He intended to move to || 


could not have had any knowledge of. He con- | 
sidered that the very nature of the business of the | 


office rendered it impossible to tell the precise force, | 
and it was incumbent on the office not to delay | 


detail. He desired to know how many of these 
additional clerks had been employed on account 
of depriving the Bank of the United States of the 
agency ? 

Mr. POLK desired. to correct a misstatement 
which he had made. The expenditure last year 
was $45,332, instead of $40,332. The saving this 
year was $16.000. It was impossible to ascertain 
precisely. Some allowance should be made for 
those who evinced their desire. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts had proposed if he would 
agree to strike out, he would 

Mr. ADAMS. No,sir. [said to the House 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman smells out what I 
was about to say 

Mr. ADAMS. The gentleman alludes to the 
bargain. I desired not a bargain. I only want 
information. 

Mr. POLK. Our situations, although J made 
no bargain, and I say itin perfect good humor, 
were similar: he says he will do one thing, if [ will 
So I said the last evening, and such 
things may be done without any improper imputa- 
tion upon the motives of any gentleman. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Mc- 
COMAS, McKAY, CAMBRELENG, GREN- 
NELL, SUTHERLAND, DICKSON of New 
York, FOOT, and ADAMS, 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the committee do 
now rise: Lost, 55 to 89. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. WIL- 
LIAMS and SUTHERLAND; when 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved that the committee 
rise: Lost, 52 to 94. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike out the item appropriating $5,000 for ad- 
ditional clerk hire in the Pension Office. It was 
determined in the negative. 


Another motion was made for the committee to 
rise, and rejected. 

Some conversation here took place between 
Messrs. ADAMS, POLK, and FOSTER, in re- 
gard to the items making appropriations for con- 
tingencies in the Pension Office. 

Mr. Poxx’s motion to reduce from 47,000 to 

6,500, also some verbal amendments proposed by 

r. Apams to the appropriation for arrearages 











,and contingencies of the Pension Office, were 


reed to. 
_Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee do 
rise. 

The motion was rejected: Ayes 57, noes 82. 


The item for additional clerk hire for 1833 
($31,731 44) being under consideration— 

Mr. HARDIN referred to the great increase 
which had taken place in the Post Office, as show- 
ing an evident tendency on the part of the Admin- 
istration to increase the number of office-holders. 
He desired to have some information on the sub- 
ject. 

F After a remark or two between him and Mr. 
SUTHERLAND, which excited much merri- 


| ment, 


Mr. POLK rose and presented a statement from 
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the Post Office Department, which, he said, would 
afford every information that was desired. 

The letter was read; after which, 

Mr. VINTON made an earnest appeal, at half 
past five o’clock, to the majority of the House not 
to persist-in trying, by wearing down the members | 
by late sittings, to carry through this bill. He 
averred that such a practice would recoil upon 
themselves, and could do no good, even in hasten- 
ing the passage of the bill, as there was so much 
other business before the Senate it was not to be 
expected that they could abandon it and proceed 
to this. He moved that the committee rise, but 
withdrew his mowion in favor of 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, who remarked, that he 
must press upon the Elouse a choice of the bills 
that were essentially necessary for them to act 
upon, otherwise he must join with those who were 
determined to sit until thes bill was got through. 

Mr. CHILTON disclaimed any design on the 
part of the opposition to embarrass the bill by un- 
necessary discussion. lt was now six o’clock. 
He moved the coinmittee rise. 

‘The motion prevailed: Ayes 75, noes 71. 
Thereupon the committee rose and reported 
progress. ! 

Mr. POLK su!:mitted a resolution that the gen- 
eral appropriation bill, now in the Conmuttee of 
the Whole, be taken up to-morrow at twelve 
o’elock, and each succeeding day, oxcept Saturday 
and Monday, at the same hour, unul the same 
shall he disposed of finally. 

Objections having been made— 

Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 
ed—nayes 72, noes Sl. 

Mr. POLK moved a suspension of the rules, to 
enable him to offer his resolution. Upon which 
motion the yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. VIN'TON moved*an adjournment; which 
prevailed—ayes 71, noes 6. 

‘The House adjourned. 


Reject- 


IN SENATE. 
nipay, «dpril 25, 1834. ! 

The VICK PRESIDENT presented a conmu- 
meation from the Department of War, transmit- 
ting a report of the Commissioner of Indian Af 
fairs, in complance with a resolution of the Senate 
of the 3d of March, 1834. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial, signed 
by about three thousand citizens of Ontario coun- 
ty, New York, in favor of the restoration of the 
deposites to the Bank of the United States, and 
recharter of that institution. 

Mr. W. said that this paper was signed by 
merchants, mechanics, and agriculturists, of the 
couuty of Oneida, ‘They complained of a great 
fall in the price of produce and land in that neigh- 
berheed; all of which they attributed to the receit 
measures of the Government. Mr. W. thought 
that a new omen of union was presenting itself— 
persons of hitherto opposite sentiments on political 
subjects were now uniting, and were speaking with 
one voice of the evils which threatened the coun- 
iry. Two or three days since, we had hearda 
strong rebuke from the gentleman from Georgia, 
of the cries and factious clamors in Baltimore. 
These, however, had been repeated, and we had 
nnother cry from the same quarter. He (Mr. W.) 
thought the people were roused, and they would 
teach their rulers that the expression of their opin- 
ions Was not treason, cither legal or moral, and 
that they were not factious. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, he had not seen the Bal- 
timore papers, and therefore he could not sa 
whether the same thing of which he (Mr. F) 
spoke, had occurred. “He thought however, it 
could not well be. A Sabbath day had not inter- 
vened since, so as to afford them the occasion. 
He was not in his seat yesterday, at the time the 
gentleman from Massachusetts made some remarks 
upon the presentation of a memorial from Union 
county, in Pennsylvania, but he would take this 
occasion to allude to them. (Here Mr. F. read 
Mr. W.’s remarks, as reported in the Intelli- 
gencer.) Now Mr. F. took it for granted. the 
report was correct; and if so, the gentleman had 
done him very great injustice. e had never 
found fault with any of the citizens of the United 
States for memoralizing Congress, nor had he ever 


said that meetings for such purpose were offensive | 


in their character. His remarks referred to a || 
meeting in Baltimore, and was confined simply to 
those who were celebrating the Sabbath day in that 
city, ina particular way. He thought that meet- | 
ing was noisy and clamorous, and prompted by a 
spirit of faction, and that nothing but political feel- 
ing could have caused it. He believed it had been 
siated that one of the speakers on that occasion, 
had endeavored to avoid that violation of decorum, 
but was called out by the people to address them. 
Now, this was noise and duane and his remarks | 
applied only to these who were assembled on that 
day. Another remark of the bonorable gentle- | 
man, was complimentary to Governor Snyder, 
of Pennsylvania. And when, he would ask, had 
Governor Snyder become a favorite with the hon- 
orable yentleman? It was not long since the party | 
the gentleman was connected with considered him |) 
a stupid Dutchman—that he was chosen by a com- | 
munity of stupid Dutch. Mr. F. spoke only of 

treasonable threats, and he did sey that exertions 

were making to urge the people to the commission 

of treason against, not the President, but the Con- 

gress of the United States. ‘The good newspapers 

of this eity of Washington did not always tell the 

truth of what was done in this Hall. Some omit- 

ted to state what fell from gentlemen here—others 

suppressed it—while others put sentiments mto | 
our mouths which we never entertained, and never | 
expressed. But it would not do to complain of it, 

hecause it would seem like interfering with the | 
liberty of the press. But ought we not ourselves 
to be a lithe more regardful of what we say,of 
each other? Now, these remarks of the honorable 
gentleman were calculated to do him a great deal | 
of injury. Some time since, he was abused in the 


| public papers for the expression of sentiments | 


which he never uttered or dreamed of. And a 
petition had been sent to the other House, con- 
taining threats against him for saying what he | 
never did say; and these remarks of the honorable | 
gentleman were calculated to place him in actual 
danger if he should go to Baltimore. Now, he 
rose on this occasion to say, that his former re- | 
marks applied to the people of Baltimore who | 
assembled on Sunday last in the afternoon, and no 
others. | 

Mr. WEBSTER said the honorable gentleman 
from Georgia should not complain of his remarks, 
because he was a volunteer upon the occasion allu- 
ded to. He voluntarily spoke of the transactions 
of Baltimore, The memorial then under consid- 
eration had certainly nothing to do'with them; the | 
memorial was from the State of New Jersey. The. 
gentleman, however, took occasion to leave New | 
Jersey and roam to Baltimore, in order to intro- || 
duce a transaction in which a member of this body || 
took part. Mr. W. said he wished to do that || 
gentleman no manner of injustice. He remarked || 
upon nothing in reply, but what had been said by | 
the honorable gentleman of the citizens of Balti- | 
more who chose to assemble in the streets and at | 
the wharves, by dozens, by hundreds, and by | 
thousands ! 

Mr. FORSYTH replied, that whether a volun-_ 
teer or not, did not seem material. He found the || 
subject in his way, and thinking it appropriate, he |, 
had used it. But the gentleman from Massachu- || 
setts should remark that his observations applied | 
to memorialists. And although it might de him no |) 
injury here, yet persons at a distance would think | 
that he had reference to meetings in Baltimore of || 
a treasonable character, in which designs were ] 
formed against the acts of the Government. He |! 
did not say the acts of persons in the streets of || 
Baltimore were of a treasonable character, on the |) 
oceasion alluded to, but he contended that they | 
had been misled by their feelings to do acts which 
were not creditable to them. {| 

Mr. WEBSTER alluded to the warm feelings | 
of the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Forsytrn,] and | 
thought he had better refrain from indulging in || 
them. He had spoken of Governor Snyder, of | 
Pennsylvania. He (Mr. W.) had never known || 
that gentleman personally. He had retired from || 
—_— life before Mr. W. had commenced his |, 
rumble political career; but he had always heard |’ 
of him as an ardent friend of civil liberty; a man |; 
of strong sense, and of straightforw course, | 


and possessed of a warm and good heart; and if{ solation from such s 


his descendants partook of his qualifications, they || 
had his highest respect and esteem. I 
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Mr. LEIGH did not like to take part in this 
conversation, but he could not forbear referring to 
a striking feature in the ‘signs of the times,’’ 
He saw, or thought he saw, a parallel between 
Charles I and Cromwell, when religion was in- 
voked in aid of the views of the Protector, We 
now hear of Sabbath breaking, and other infringe- 
ments upon religious tenets. Is not the resem- 
blance very strong? The President of the United 
States is a very religious man. The gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Forsytu,] is a very religious 
man; and it did not become him to interfere be- 
tween those gentlemen and their God any more 
than it became the gentleman to interfere with’ a 
portions of the citizens of Baltimore, and their God. 
ie would take leave to relate a story. A clergy- 


‘man in conversation with another gentleman, re- 


frained from expressing himself upon certain 
offences as strongly as the gentleman thought he 
ought to have done. The gentleman replied with 
some warmth, asking him * Sir, have you any re- 
ligion?”’? The reply was, ‘* None to talk of.” 
Mr. FORSYTH said he knew nothing of the 
religion of the President of the United States, and 
cousequently should say nothing about it. Of his 


own religion, he felt himself at liberty to speak. 


He was sorry, very sorry, that the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Leten] was in error. He was not 
a religious man. He did not comprehend the allu- 
sion of the honorable gentleman in drawing a par- 
allel between the acts of the reign of Cromwell, of 
Charles I, and the present times. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY presented the proceedings of a meet- 


ing and. a memorial from the distriet of Hanover, 


county of York, Pennsylvania, praying a resto- 


| ration of the deposites to the Bank of the United 


States, and a recharter of said bank. 

Mr. C, dilated upon the beautiful country, and 
the high respectability of the inhabitants from 
whence the memorial had emanated. He animad- 
verted in severe terms upon the political flexibility 
of Governor Wolf, of Pennsylvania, and took oc- 
casion to advert to the success of the opposition 


| party in Hanover county, Virginia, as a strong 


coincidence with that of the presentation of the 
present memorial. He said that Hanover—the 
good old Hanover—was the place of his nativity; 


that it was there the spirit of the Whigs of the 
| Revolution was first aroused; and it was from that 
_ county that the grandsire of a gentleman over the 


way [Mr. ‘l'yier] marched to Williamsburg, at 
the head of a company ef volunteers, and rescued 
the public property from the grasp of Lord Dun- 
more. He suid that upon the late occasion, the 
Whigs of the present day had proved triumphant, 
defeating one of the most*potent politicians of that 


region, the descendant of that justly celebrated 


jurist, Spencer Roane. He remarked that there 
were six precincts in that county, where votes 
were polled, and from three information had been 
obtained. At those polls, the protest could find 
no reception, ‘They had yet to learn what favor 
it had found at Negro Foot, Hell-town, and. Long- 
and-Hungry—the names of the remaining pre- 
cincts. 

Mr. FORSYTH thought it was not fair to cen- 
sure the Governors of the States here, fer acts 
done in their official capacity. No doubt the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky did not like the act of the 
Governor of Pennsylvania, because it was a 
damper; but it was very irregular to take up the 
official conduct of the Governors of the States, and 
make it the subject of detraction here. But the 
Governor of Pennsylvania had proved that he un- 
derstood the interests of the State he presided over, 


andthe stand taken by him had procured the funds 


necessary for the great and magnificent system of 
internal improvements in which the State was en- 
ged, in spite of his denunciations nst. the 
nk of the United States. But would honorable 
gentlemen blind themselves to what had. a 
the change in the mind of Governor Wolf against 
that institution? If it was man-worship, they had 
done him t injustice. But the gentleman from 
Kentucky had spoken of the elections in Hanover, 
Virginia, and it was true they were turning there 
to Clay. Well, if the gentleman could take con- 
things, he (Mr. F.) could 
have no objection to it. And the honorable gen- 
tleman had made some allusion to the. names of 





1834. 

disuricts in that county. Would the gentleman || Clay, John ©. Calhoun, Horace Binney, and Mr. | 

tell us near which of these he was born? But the \\ McDuffie, and their associates in Congress.”’ 
tleman had spoken of a restoration of the viola- 
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the friends of constitutional liberty were destined 
to witness the overthrow of those principles, in 








on ] _ Mr. McK EAN said he was aware that the pub- | quarters from which they might have expected 
ted Constitution and the laws; and Mr. F. asked | lic opinions of public men were public property, || a voice animating and cheering them in the great 
why did not those having the power do something || and fair subjects of public animadversion; and if, || contest which was now waging in opposition to 
to restore the Constitution and laws? Why ap- || in these times of indiscriminate crimination and |, the mighty power of the bank, it was a source of 


to the minority here? The only measure 


| recrimination, it became necessary for political 
that had been submitted here for that purpose, was 


the bill of the gentleman from Massachusetts; but || Governor of “ unassuming Pennsylvania,’? with 


| effect, to include the name of the ‘* unassuming’? || 





it sleeps upon your table in silence and quiet. Let) 
us do our duty, and let.the result, if it be a failure, | 
fall on those who prevent it. These appeals to 

the people were unjust till the laws were passed. | 
‘Phe gentleman complained that the President did || 
not retrace his steps. Did any one doubt that the | 
President of the Fnited States was satisfied that | 


the best imterests of the country demanded the || 
| 


course which he pursued? and did not everybody | 
know that it was not possible for mortal man to | 
induce him to do other than what he believed his | 
duty to his country required him to do? 
Mr. CLAY said it had been a long time since | 
he was born. He thought that he was nearly as 
old as the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Forsyru,} | 
but from a reference made the other day by that | 
gentleman to a revolutionary incident, in which 
General Washington, the father of his country, | 
was an actor, he supposed he was some years his || 
senior. He was born near the Court-house, at | 
Black Tom Slash, near the Merry Oaks, and close | 
to St. Paul’s Church, where he went to school. | 
The gentleman from Georgia had said, he thought li 
it was not decorous to animadvert upon the con- || 
duct of Governors of States, but he would tell that | 
gentleman that he must be permitted to think for 
himself of what was decorous. The gentleman | 
supposed that the Governor’s message was a | 
damper here, but when he chose to shoot his ar- | 
rows here for political effect, and against his former 
sentiments, had he nota right to make his com- || 
ments upon them? Napoleon had said that he || 
was the State, and the inhabitant of the White | 
House had said that he was both the Government | 
and the State. Mr. €. said, what could we do for || 
the restoration of the laws, when we can have no | 
codéperation by other departments of the Govern- | 
ment? ‘The gentleman had said the President | 
would not retrace his steps. Who is he, and | 
what is he, that he will not retrace his steps? | 
Governor Wolf had abandoned the tariff, internal || 
improvements, the bank, and all—all had been || 
taken from him. It reminded him (said Mr. C.). | 
of an anecdote which occurred at the White Sul- || 
ae Springs, in. Virginia. A gentleman, after he | 
vad retired to his cottage for the night, and had |) 
gone to bed, but had not closed his eyes for sleep, || 
saw glide into his room a thief, who marched di- )| 
rectly up to his clothes, and deliberately take from 
| 
} 


them the gentleman’s purse. The next morning, 

when the company had assembled at the general 

rendezvous, (the spring,) the gentleman related. 
his loss and the manner of it; some persons asked | 
him if he was awake, and. would.submit thus to be | 
robbed before his eyes? He said it was all: true; || 
and he had. not. only apprehensions of losing, nis 
money and his clothes, but really feared, from the || 
impudence of the rascal], that he should even be | 
robbed of his shirt. It is thus with the Governor | 
of Pennsylvania. He has lost.all but his.shirt; and || 
doubtless he is in expectancy of having that strip- | 
ped from his back. Mr. C; further related an ac- || 
ecdote of an interview with a Kentuckian and a | 
North Carolinian, of Buncombe county. ‘ What’s | 
the news,” inquired the Carolinian, “in Ken- | 
tucky?”” “Oh, nothing particular,” rejoined the.) 
other, ‘‘ save that all our people have repented of || 
the error of their ways, and have become religious. |, 
We have had great revivals, great rejoicings; and |, 
the devil has been driven out of the State.”* “ And. || 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


| 
ii 
it 


where has he been driven to?” anxiously inquired || honor. The stand which the patriotic State of | 
Pennsylvania had taken, had added another just || 


the other. ‘* Why, to Buncombe, in North Caro- 
lina,” responded the Kentuckian. And I suppose | 
the protest of the President will also find refuge in | 
Buncombe, North Carolina. 

Mr. McKEAN asked for the reading of the res- || 
olution that alluded to the Governor of Pennsyl- | 
vania, which the Secretary read: as. follows: 

** Resolved, That while we disapprove: the. vacil- | 
lating: or. time-serving policy of the Governor of | 
Pennsylvania, with regard:to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted. States, we highly commend the course pursued. 
towards that institution by Daniel Webster, Heary: 








| character. 


,men here or elsewhere. 
, one allusion upon which he wished to say a word: 


| differed. 


| and Binney,),and had by name received the strong 


| edand noble example which she has set. 


the other distinguished names in the resolution, 
even though the Governor should be characterized 


as vacillating and time-serving, he would not give 


himself much uneasiness on that account. ‘True, 
the Senator from Kentucky had enlarged upon the 
expressions in the resoluuon, and even with that 
he was not disposed to find fault; it was the gen- 
tleman’s province to do so, The Senator from 
Virginia on his right, [Mr. Leicu,) said the other 
day, that he would not defend Virguia, for the 
very fact of an attempt to defend implied defect of 
He was pleased with tie maxim, and 

would adopt it on this occasion, The character | 
of the present Governor of Pennsylvania could 
not suffer from imputations cast upon it by gentle- 
There was, however, | 
it was said that Governor Wolf held different 
opinions at different periods in reference to the 
ank of the United States. Mr. Mckt. said, at 
the time first alluded to, he stood in a relation to 
the Governor which gave him an opportunity of 
understanding minutely his opinions on the ques- 


tion of rechartering the Bank of the United States, || 


and it was almost the only one upon which they 
However, he was at that time opposed 
to the bank—and he stated, as a matter of his own | 
knowledge, that Governor Wolf was then, and is | 
now in favor of a national bank, and he believes 


along without it. He does think, however, that 
recent developments in relation to the management | 
of that institution are sufficient to create doubts. | 
as to its influence upon the public morals. 
Mr. BROWN said, if his Satanic majesty had, | 
at any time, left Kentucky and taken refuge in 
Buncombe county, North Carolina, it was certain 
he had not always remained there since; for when 
gentlemen, who had for some years past, and until 
very recently, stood as opposite to each other po- 
litically as the antipodes, had been grouped togeth- 
er, in one of the resolutions which had just been | 
read, (Messrs. Clay, Calhoun, Webster, McDuilie, 





approbation of the public meeting whose proceed- 
ings: were then before the Senate, he thought that | 
seme supernatural agency must have been employ- | 
ed to effect so miraculous a result. 
The attack of the honorable gentleman upon the | 
Governor of Pennsylvania, was entirely out of | 
lace and uncalled for. The Governor of that 
tate was accountable to. those from whom he de- 
rived his official authority, and to none others. 


cause of complaint against that gentleman that he 
should continue to support a President who had 





done much to arrest the internal improvement | 


system, and who had aimed a destructive blow || 


against the tariff. Mr. B. was happy to hear jus- | 
tice done to the President on this subject. Lt had | 
been attempted, here and elsewhere, to deprive the | 


President of the merit, which the honorable gen- || 
tleman had very properly awarded him; and the || 


declaration which he had. made, on this occasion, 


| should. be received, now and hereafter, as evidence || 
to establish the claims of the present Administra- | 


tion to the credit of having done that for which 
they were entitled to the highest commendation. | 
The course of the Governor of Pennsyivania, in| 
opposition to the bank, had done him ‘immortal | 


cause of itude and admiration to the many. | 
others furnished by her history, for the disinterest- 
Elevated | 
above those mercenary feelings, which but too often | 
influence human action, she was. opposed to cher | 
ishing in her bosom a proud and corrupt moneyed | 
monopoly, which aspires to a 

der its arbitrary control. The. honorable. gentle- | 
man had congratulated. his political friends on the | 
success of the anti-administration 
over, a small county.in Virginia. Mr. B. said, if | 


|| like appeals. 


the country un- i} 


y in Han- | 


| the highest satisfaction to perceive that the spirit 
| of the great Democratic party, in our country, 
continued firm and invincible, and that the great 
| body of the people were on the side of the country 
| and against the bank. 
| The honorable gentleman had, in the course of 
| his remarks, appealed to what he had been pleased 
| to eall the Whig party, and urged them to exertion 
| in the great contest which was now going on be- 
| tween the parties which divide the country. 
_Mr. B. would recur for a few moments to the 
_ history of parties in England and in this country, 
| to show what claim this newfangled and self-styled 
| Whig party had to the appellation which they were 
about to assert an exclusive title to. In England, 
if his memory did not much deceive him as to the 
history of parties, the high tory party had gener- 
| ally been among the strongest supporters of the 
| great moneyed monopoly which had so long ex- 
| isted in that country, and which had been a part 
| of that formidable government machinery whose 
| power and influence had been so effectually and 
| suecessfully exerted to keep the many in subjection 
| to the will of the few. In the writings of the illus- 
| trious Jefferson, published since his death, he 
|expresses the opinion that the Secretary of the 
‘Freasury, in 1791, favored the introduction of « 
| national bank in the United States, with a view of 
| placing in the hands of the Government a powerful 
| engine to subserve party purposes, and to assimi- 
late our Government, in its practical operation on 


| . - : 
|| the people, still more to the English system of 
|| the fiscal concerns of the Government cannot get | 


| government. 
| Mr. B. said that two great epochs had occurred 
|in our history, between which and the present 
| period, he thought he could perceive many points 
| of resemblance. When the people of this country 
| had solemnly determined to throw off the yoke of 
the British Government, there was a party then 
| who endeavored to alarm and intimidate them, by 
| depicting the ruin and distress which would ensue 
| from it; but instead of listening to those panic- 
| makers and alarmists, they were willing to encoun- 
| ter any degree of danger and distress rather than 
| surrender their rights as freemen. ‘They perse- 
| vered, and finally triumphed, when, if they had 
| listened to those who were continually proclaiming 
| ruin and distress, they would have remained in in- 
| glorious bondage. In the late war with England, 
| the same attempts were made by the opposition 
party as now, to overawe the Government and the 
| people, by representing the distress which an at- 
| tempt to vindicate the rights of the country would 
bring on its citizens, The farmers and planters 
| were told by the advocates of submission, that they 


( ‘| would be overwhelmed in ruin if the Government 
| The Senator from Kentucky had made it a serious. || 


went to war, but the whig republicans of that day, 
as in the Revolution, resolved not be alarmed by 
panic-makers. They again persevered, and were 
crowned with the most brilliant success. At the 
present day there was a party in our country 
which had endeavored to alarm the people into 
| submission to the bank by the same course and 
same cries of distress. He had briefly endeavored 
to trace the parallel between those who had ap- 
ealed to the fears of their countrymen by sketch- 

ing the most gloomy pictures of distress at the two 
great epochs alluded to, and the party which was 
now ae to accomplish their objects by 
party designations were to be 

| given, he left it to others to make the application 


|| which the points of resemblance indicated by him 


| would in a great degree justify. 
Mr. B. gaid he felt gratified that the condition of 
the State of North Carolina was such as ina great 


degree placed her citizens above the reach of the 


'| great efforts which had been for some months 


made, to destroy confidence throughout the coun- 
| try, to produce general embarrassment, and by 
| means such as these, to effect a political change in 
| favor of the party now out of power. Most of the 
information which he had received from that State 
confirmed him in the opinion that the condition of 
her citizens, generally, in relation to pecuniary 
affairs, was sound and healthful, and tiat the 
| prosperity of her independent farmers and planters 


| 











tume, 


He had been informed from sources in which he |! 


never rested on a more solid basis than at this || rer’s resolution, relative to the Protest of the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BIBB rose and addressed the Senate at 


ro es 
| their own stock, consuming their tangible mea 
President of the United States. || where was the residue ating from? It cai, 








| in fact, an anticipation of payment to themselves, 


placed the most implicit reliance, that drafts on the | length, in support of his amendment, and against | even at a depreciation, which, however valuable 
North could readily be obtained from the Bank of | the protest of the President; when, without con- 
Cape Fear at the small premium of a quarter per || cluding, he ae way to 


cent,, that being on terms as favorable as the Uni- 


ted States Bank had ever transacted business of | 
This fact || 


1 
| 
afforded abundant proof, not only of the entire } adjourn until yee | Beanrpsvey,} and to defend the directors of the 
| 
| 


that kind, so far as he was informed. 


competency of the State banks to conduct the fiscal 


concerns of the Government, but of their ability to | 
afford the same facilities to the commercial inter- || 


esis in carrying on the business of exchange be- 
tween distant portions of the Union, as those 
afforded at any time heretofore by the Bank of the 
United States. 

Mr. B. said that every means which ingenuity 
could devise, had been industriously seized on and 
dexterously used by political parusans, to with-— 


draw the true question at issue, and to make erro- |, 8. Harmer. 
The oppo- | 


neous impressions on the public mind. 
nents of the Administration, well aware that the 





Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it would 


‘The Senate then adjourned. 
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| relief of John Fraser & Co., of Charleston, South 1 Cnddilnieem ebul dike toancibiee-cemaicacai 
| Carolina. 1 ’ arge, was 


conduct of the bank cannot stand the test of scru- || 


address which have often been resorted to with 
advantage in military operations, scek on every | 
vccasion which presents itself to make a diversion 
in favor of the bank, by attacking the acts of the 
Executive, and misrepresenting both his conduct 
and hie motives. Mr. B, said, that for himself, he 
should keep steadily in view the great question 
which he considered really at issue, which was, 
whether the pretensions set up by an arrogant 
moneyed arisiocracy, and the political party sup- 


porting it, should prevail in the conflict, or whether | 


the cause of the country, and the Chief Execuuve 
Mavistrate who was defending the citadel of our 
Liberties against the most dangerous assaults, 
should be sustained. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the memorial 
was laid upon the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. POINDEXTER from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of John C. Naylor, 
without amendment. 

Also, a bill from the House, authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make additional 
compensation to the register and receiver of the | 
land office at Tallahassee, Florida, with an amend- | 
ment. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of John Girault; which was read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Absalom Lynch; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without amendment, granting relief to 
certain citizens on the frontiers, who had suffered | 
depredations by Indians. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 


| 
| 
| 


vious day, resumed. 


| “Mr. CAGE, a bill for the relief of William || 5824Fding @ great deal. 


Mr. CHINN, a bill to extend the charter of the 
| Alexandria Fire Insurance Company. 
Mr. CRAMER, a bill for the relief of William | 


Mr. POPE, a bill for the improvement of the 
harbor of St. Louis, Missouri. 
All which bills were read twice, and committed. | 
| 


Mr. JARVIS asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take up the resolution offered by | 
him for a select committee to inquire into the 
causes of the suspension of specie payments by 
the banks in the District which have suspended, as 
well as for an inquiry into the condition of the 
Bank of the Metropolis. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. JARVIS moved a suspension of the rule, 
to enable him to have the resolution considered. 

‘The motion prevailed—ayes 89, noes 34. 

The resolution was then read; and : 

Mr. HARDIN, who had the floor from the pre- | 
He disclaimed having said, | 
as he was represented to have done, in some re- | 
marks on this subject, made in one of the news- | 
papers, that all the banks, including the Bank of | 
the Metropolis, were insolvent. What he had 
said was, that if reference was had to the security | 
of the notes and bills discounted by each of them, 
each was solvent; but that apart from that, neither 
they nor the Bank of the Metropolis could be 
considered solvent. Concurring entirely, he said, 
in the propriety of what fell from the honorable | 
member from aoe {[Mr. Lanz,] that no bank | 
should be continued as a depository of the public 
money, into whose affairs there would be any hes- 
itation on their part, to permit inquiry; he pro- 
ceeded to read from the report of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury on this subject, a statement of the 
public money deposited in the several State banks | 
since their removal, and a statement of their re- 
sources, which, he argued, went to show that they 
had not means in specie to discharge the calls | 
that might be made upon them, in the proportion | 


| of one dollar in five, and generally that it would 


tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House of || 


Representatives, without amendment, for the re- || 


lief of Lieutenant Robert Wilmott. 

Also, a bill from the House, without amend- 
ment, for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- | 
sentatives of Fuller Claiborne, deceased. 

Also, a bill from the House, for the relief of the | 
heirs and legal representatives of Thomas Wal- 
lace, deceased, with an amendment. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the widow and heirs 
of Captain William Royall, deceased; the report 
accompanying which was ordered to be peibtad 

Also, a bill for the relief of Bissel Phelps; the | 
report accompanying which was ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives for the relief of Judith Thomas and 
Daniel Palmer, without amendment. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Josiah Hopkins, and that 
the same be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 

SPECIAL ORDER, 
Being Mr. Biss’s amendment of Mr. Pompex- 


. 


; 





_ had bought up at a discount. 


be impossible for them to do it, without making 
calls upon their debtors—which calls, in these 
embarrassed times, were not much to be relied 
upon; hence, he maintained, it became proper on 
the part of Congress to examine into their condi- 
tion. He referred to the statement presented of 
the resources of the Bank of the Metropolis, and 
insisted that much of them which was held forth 
as good, could not be considered so, when the de- 
preciation upon corporation property, &c., was 
taken into account. He complained that in the 
item of stocks, which was represented as one of 
their resources, a large amount consisted of a num- 
ber of shares of their own stock, which the bank 
Thus, the Govern- 


| ment money was proved to be placed in a bank 


whose stock was only worth seventy-five per cent., 
and the last account of their condition showed 


that in February, 1834, there was $181,541 in this 


|| Saying that any bank in the district was insolvent, 
|| but he would say from this, that no bank could be | 
|| in a more tottering condition than this. 


| 


way stated to be a part of their means, whilst, in 
fact, it was for so much a substraction from their 
means to meet the public engagement. He desi- 
red, however, to be distinctly understood, not as 


For, if 


Mr. POINDEXTER, upon whose motion it | 


| was 


| Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill for the || 


| 
1] 
| 


|, might be their other assets, it was reprehensible 

in them to make. What security was there that, 
having made these purchases, they would stop 
there? He went on to comment upon the remarks 
of the honorable member from New York, {Mr. 


bank from having, as charged, failed by precon- 
| cert, or with the object of being well paid by the 

United States Bank for so doing, &c. He con- 
| sidered there could not have been a more flagitious 
|| charge upon them. He did not know them, but 
|| he would venture to say their character would be 
found to stand as high as that of any member in 


He would have risen on 
this subject, were it only to repel the attaek which 
was made on his colleague (Mr. C. Auian] for 
having said, that with an impartial jury he would 

rove the insolvency of the deposite banks. This 


r | he, also, would engage to do, and would be wil- 
tiny before the public eye, with that skill and | Baker; and 1] tins 7 eae } 


ling to take the honorable member from New York 
himself—for that person whom the State of New 
York had appointed to be one of her judges, he 
would not object to as a juror on such an issue. 

Mr. CHILTON rose for the purpose of stating 
a fact, which he considered of some importance 
on the consideration of this resolution. Objection 
had been made by the member from New York 
{[Mr. Bearpsiey] to its adoption, he believed, on 
the ground that Congress had no power to investi- 
gate into the affairs of the Bank of the Metropolis. 
If this was so, he should like to know what powers 
Congress had over the other banks, which did not 
equally extend, by the charters, to it. He called 
on him to turn to the charter, and show how or 
where it was, that the power was made contingent 
only in certain events. He contended that it would 
appear, on examination of the charters granted by 
Congress, that the powers were not contingent; and 
unless the mere fact of the Bank of the Metropolis 
having been selected as one of the favorite banks of 
| the Government, gave itsuch an exemption from in- 
vestigation into its affairs, Congress had the power 
tomakeit. But this surely would not be contended. 
He would put this question for the honorable mem- 
| ber to answer—whether the very circumstance of 
being selected as adepository for the public money, 
did not furnish the strongest of all possible argu- 
| ments that Congress should make the inquiry. 
‘The country was more deeply interested in its sta- 
bility than in that of the others, and it was import- 
ant for them to examine whether, as was alleged 
of all the deposite banks, it was unable to meet de- 
mands upon it. So much as to the power. Here 
he referred to the provisions in the charter, (upon 
which he was about to comment,) as containing 
an important fact, when he was obliged to sus- 
pend, without concluding his remarks, in conse- 
quence of the expiration of the hour allotted for 
morning business. 


The joint resolution from the Senate, directing 
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings to water 
the Pennsylvania A venue, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District. 


Mr. DUNCAN asked, and obtained leave of the 
House, to lay on’the table, and have printed, ‘A 
bill to modify and extend an act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank ot the United States, with 
certain limitations and conditions;’’ which bill, he 
gave notice, he intended to offer as a substitute 
for a bill reported from the Committee of Wey 
and Means to regulate the deposites of the public 
money in the State and local banks, when that 
bill should be considered in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House, by which this day was set apart for the 
consideration of bills, for the purpose of going into 

| committee on 
THE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| Mr. J. @. ADAMS objected. 
| Mr. POLK moved a suspension of the rule for 





| this purpose. 


| 


_ Mr. R. M. JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
| nays. They were ordered, but he subsequently 


the stockholders and directors, with the public | withdrew the call and the motion prevailed. Yeas 
money in their possession, went on buying up || 122. 
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The House then resolved itseif into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hus- 
parp in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill. : 

The item for additional clerk hire for 1833 
($31,731 44) being pending— 

Mr. CONNOR read a letter from Judge Mc- 
Lean, the former Postmaster General, to show that 
he had found the business of the office so much 
on the increase that he was obliged to employ ad- 
ditional clerks, or otherwise the public business 
could not have been performed. 1t was owing to 
this increase that the appropriation was asked. 
He begged to state that the appointment of “agent” 
in the office was coeval with the department, and 
his duties are general throughout the Union. —__ 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, rose to inquire if it 
would be in order to reduce the appropriation when 
before the House? 


The CHAIRMAN responded in the affirma- 


tive. 
os LINCOLN said the present was a proper | 


occasion to discuss the affairs of the Post Office 
Department, and he hoped that the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means would not re- 


sort to the threats which he had announced on a | 
¢ to unseasonable hours, | 
for the purpose of forcing the bill through the com- | 


previous occasion, of sittin 


mittee without permitting that attention to be given 


to it which it would demand. This subject, as well | 
as the item for foreign missions, would require | 


it; for if no other member would do so, he would 


move to strike out the appropriations where the | 


appointments had not been made in conformity to 
the Constitution—that is, by the President by and 
with the consent of the Senate. 


appropriation in the bill should be paid in the notes 
of the Bank of the United States. With these im- 
portant matters, then, before them, he hoped that 
the minority—although he did not, in giving these 
intimations, mean to say that he acted in concert 
with any other member in the House—would be 
yermitted time to discuss the various items in the 
ill. It was his intention to move that the item 
now under discussion be stricken out of the bill. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means (said Mr. L.) came into this House when 


we had got only to the 45th line of this bill, with || 


the declaration that he was determined to press 
this bill through before the House adjourned. We 
were in consequence kept here eight or nine hours 
without refreshment, and exhausted by the fruit- 


It might also, | 
from the discussion of the morning upon the con- | 
dition of the banks selected as depositories, turn | 
out to be necessary to insert a clause that every | 





| anced in forfeitures, for failing to comply with the 
| terms of their contracts. They were also threat- 
|| ened with the loss of their contract itself; for the 
‘| Postmaster General made a most convenient pro- 
+ vision in all his contracts, that they should be dis- 
|| continued at his pleasure. These facts he chal- 
| lenged any one to deny. 

| Mr. POPE observed, that he was as ready as 


| partment. He was in favor of full discussion and 
thorough investigation. But he was unwilling to 
refuse the necessary supplies for that branch of the 
| Government, unless it appeared that it was im- 


| proper to do so. He said that the gentleman from 


j 


plained that the majority were disposed to hurry 


proper consideration. Such, he stated, was not 
{the fact. But that if they did entertain such a 
| wish, the fact that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts had made a long and labored speech, one half 
of which had no earthly relation to the subject, 
was their apology. 

Mr. P. stated he would not have risen had not 


| 
| 
it 
| 
i 


in a most unwarrantable manner. The gentleman 
placed men in his office not for the public good— 
that the clerks in the department were worthless 
and idle—that they were to be seen loitering about 
the city, and that they would do nothing and 
could do nothing. He asked the gentleman for 
his authority for this charge. 


the necessity of having authority for his assertions. 


He knew, however, he could not produce it, for 
the charge was untrue. 

The gentleman had also asserted, that the mail 
routes had become sinuous—that they were not 
established as channels of communication. 
observed, that it was right and proper that they 
should be sinuous, that the farmers of the country 
should receive the news, and enjoy all seasonable 
mail facilities, as well as the citizens of Boston and 
Lowell—that they contributed to the support, and 
were the prop and aid of the Government—that 
he was in favor of sending information to every 
| hill and every valley, so that those concerned 
‘| might be kept fully acquainted with their public 


1 affairs. Mr. P. repelled the charge, that the vil- 


} lage postmasters were not worthy of their offices, 


| So far as he knew them, they were highminded 


less efforts of the honorable chairman to accom-| and honorable men, as much so as the gentleman 


pee his purpose. He asked whether the minority 
vad not a right to complaim of such a declaration, 
and of the arrangements which were made to carry 
it through. He hoped the honorable chairman of 
the committee would now suffer us to discuss, 
calmly and dispassionately, the various grave mat- 
ters presented by this bill, 
a reasonable time in the discussion, that he would 
permit us to go home, that we might return invig- 
orated and refreshed to our duties. 

Mr. L. contended at length, that the Postmaster 


General had no right to employ clerks, without | 


authority of law. These clerks, in his opinion, 
were unnecessarily numerous; and many of them, 
he said, were as useless to the department as its 
old mail bags. He wished to know what were the 
employments of all these clerks. He had offered 


disposed to entertain, inquiring what were the du- 
ties of these clerks severally, and how they were 
paid. He was aware that the rejection of this ap- 
propriation would not affect the clerks themselves, 
for they had been paid. He wished to know where 
the Postmaster General got the money. Let us 
know if the Postmaster General takes the discre- 
tion of multiplying officers as he pleases, and of 
converting the funds of the department to this pur- 
pose, and then applies to this House to extricate 
him from his difficulties. Mr. L. said the depart- 
ment was from $800,000 to $1,000,000 in debt. He 
was warranted in saying that it had borrowed 


$300,000 from banks, had overdrawn on deposites | 


$150,000, and was greatly indebted to mail con- 
tractors. To the discredit of the nation, the con- 
tractors were every day supplicating payment, and 
were driven away, by threats that their claims, if 


| from Massachusetts, or any one else. 
| repelled the charge, that the mails went lumbering 


and after we had spent || 


| along with what ought not to be inthem. This 
was an unfounded charge; and he called upon the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to furnish that 


| authority, which his professional education ought 
to teach him was necessary. 


| Mr. P. stated that he had felt it his duty thus to 


} notice the unjustifiable accusations of the gentle- 
Mr. aril was one of || 


| man from Massachusetts. 
|| Kentucky’s most favored and gifted sons. His 
| eloquence, his genius, and his spotless integrity, 
|| had won him the respect and attachment of his 
He was an honest man, and utterly in- 


friends. 
capable of official delinquency. Mr. P. stated he 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 





i they continued their importunity, should be bal- i hoped his colleague intended to make 


any one to enter into a full examination of the de- | 


| Massachusetts had, in common with others, com- || 


the appropriation bill through Congress without | 


the gentleman from Massachusetts wandered from |, 
the question to assail the head of that department || 


had charged the Postmaster General with having | 


The gentleman had | 
stated that his professional education taught him | 


Mr. P. called upon him to produce his authority. | 


Mr. P. | 


He also | 


had no doubt of the honor or integrity of the gen- | 


C || tleman from Massachusetts; but he considered the || 
a resolution formerly, which the House was not || gentleman would be most fortunate indeed, if his | 


| public or private life was as little blemished or | 


| stained as that of the Postmaster General. 
| (Mr. Lincotn here interposed, and disclaimed 
oy. impeachment of the personal character of Mr. 
| barry. 

| Mr. POPE proceeded. He regretted very much 
an expression that had fallen on yesterday from 
his colleague, [Mr. Haropin.] hat gentleman 
| had stated that one of the clerks inthe Department, 
| (Mr. Lovensorovau,] held, he suspected, a sine- 
| cure office. He did not know the duties of that 
| 
| 





clerk. Mr. Barry and that clerk once practised 
law in Kentucky in conjunction, but he would not 
| Say that this was the cause of his appointment. Mr. 
| P. said, he regretted that his honorable colleague 
to be a covert insinuation, calculated to make an 
unfavorable impression on the public mind. He 





| 
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hop no prejudicial 
| Insinuation, because he must be aware that that 
clerk was a gentleman of great worth, and as inea- 
pable of receiving, as was the Postmaster General 
of granting, a sinecure office. He had understood, 
| in fact the chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads had just informed the com- 
| mittee, that the gentleman alluded to was now 
absent on official duty. 

Mr. P. conchided by stating that Mr. Barry, in 
this matter, only pursued the steps of Mr. Mc- 
Lean; that the Sasteea of the department had 
greatly increased, and that, consequently, more 
clerks were required to discharge the duties of the 
department, which necessarily increased its ex- 
penses. He considered the desired appropriation 
just and proper, and should, therefore, vote for it. 

Mr. L NEOLN said he had not impugned the 
correctness of the conduct of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. He distinctly disclaimed any charge upon 
| the Postmaster General. He supposed that he was 
led into error by misrepresentations. 

Mr. REED had no accusation, he said, to make 
/ against the head of the Post Office Department. 
But the question was, is the department well man- 
aged? He was constrained to say that it was not 
well managed. He knew that it could not pay its 
debts to the contractors. 

Mr. PARKER did not wish to take up the’ time 
| of the committee by following the gentleman from 

Massachusetts, but he felt compelled to notice 
some of his remarks. He complains of the num- 
ber of insignificant post offices, and requires that 
the mails should go on the direct and principal 
routes. He would stop the streams of information, 
which, through these channels, flow to the people. 
Though the revenue of some of these offices was 
but twenty-five cents, yet their expenses only con- 
sisted in the folding up newspapers and tying them 
up. The question before the committee is, wheth- 
er we shall make any allowance for expenses of 
the Post Office not authorized by a previous law ? 
Now, he would undertake to say that we had no 
| express law, yet we had precedents which bound 
/ us to make the appropriation asked for. He went 
| back as far as 1806, and showed that by an act then 
passed, certain provision was made for clerks in 
the Post Office fee, and in the year 1809, 
the appropriation act provided a further sum to pay 
for clerks employed in addition to those authorized 
by the act of 1806. He referred to many other 
similar acts as precedents for this. 

Mr. EVANS spoke in favor of the motion to 
| strike out, and wished that gentlemen should be 
suffered, on this floor, to express their dissatisfac- 
tion at the administration of public affairs, with- 
out being reproved for making a personal attack 
upon public officers. It was, he contended, ad- 
mitted that the Post Office Department was in a 
deranged state. It was admitted in the report of 
| the Postmaster General himself, The gentleman 
from Massachusetts excused the Postmaster Gen- 
eral on the supposition that he acted upon misrep- 
resentation of facts. He could point out some in- 
stances in whigy he knew that the Postmaster 
General was deceived. He instanced the appoint- 
ment of Norton to the post office of old Hartford, 
which was revoked in a few days after it was 
made. He went on to point out what he consid- 
ered as mismanagement on the part of the Post 
Office. 

Mr. POLK went into a full statement of the 
former course in regard to the employment of 
clerks in the Post Office Department. The con- 
stant growth of the business of the department 
rendered it. necessary continually to increase the 
number of the clerks. In consequence of this, the 
actual appropriations before the end of the year, 
fell short of the necessary expenses of the depart- 
ment, and, for more than fifteen years, it had been 
| customary for the Postmaster General to employ 


j 


! additional clerks, when they were wanted, and 


I the expense. 


had so expressed himself, because it appeared |! 





| rely upon Congress subsequently to provide for 
He did not consider it proper or 
pertinent, while considering this clause, to go into 
| a full view of the whole administration of the Post 
|| Office. Mr. P. said he thought the fault was in 
1 Congress. He thought that Congress ought to 
| create by law a sufficient and ample force for the 
department, in anticipation of its necessities. He 
| was willing to do this now. But the course adopted 
! by Mr. Barry was justified by precedent and law. 
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We had, from year to year, said, in effect, to the | 


Postmaster General, we know your force is not 
sufficient for the business of your office; employ 
additional aid when it is wanted, and we will make | 
the necessary appropriations. 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT said that for con- 
tingent services the Postmaster General was au- 
thorized to employ additional clerks, but for the 
permanent annual service of the department, he 
ought to apply for an appropriation, He thought | 
that the extra clerks ought now to be provided for, 
for the ensuing year, instead of making another 
appropriation for arrearages next year. 

Mr. CONNOR said, he hoped the House would 
pardon him for again trespassing a slrort time on 
their patience. Standing im the relation in which 
he did to the Post Office Department, he felt it to 
be not only necessary, but his duty, to explain | 
and correct many misapprehensions that gentle- 
men had fallen into. He was disposed, at all times, 
to economise and retrench in this or any other de- | 
partment of the Government, and if gentlemen 
would show that it is necessary and proper to 
reduce this item in the bill, he would go with them 
most cheerfally. But from his knowledge of the 
affairs of the Post Office Department, having been 
for the last six or seven years a member of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
such hed necessarily been his intercourse as to 
have made him familiar with its business and 
labors; and he unhesitatingly said that he believed | 
the number employed has been absolutely neces- | 
sary to the proper performance of the duties of the 
office; and that the Postmaster General, in em- 
ploying extra clerks, had done so with a strict eye || 
to economy. It may not, and perhaps is not |} 
known to gentlemen, that many of those clerks || 
receive only $400, and several as low as $200. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Liw- || 
coLN] says the Postmaster General is not autho- | 


rized by law to employ extra clerk hire. He is | 
correct. There is no such law; but to do so has 
grown into law by usage; from necessity it must || 
be so, and cannot be otherwise. Such has been | 
the practice for fifteen years, and has been at all 
times sanctioned by Congress, and must so con- 
tinue unul that department has reached its greatest | 
height. The exact force necessary cannot be as- 
certained by any one. Any number of clerks 
which are sufficient at this time, will not be able 
to perform the labor six months hence. Judge 





1 


| They also prepare abstracts of cases; register and 


attest commissions; and enter the changes, discon- 
tinuances, and appointments in the bond book, 


_ with the penalties of the bonds; inspect all bonds 


after execution, and return them for correction 
when required. He might go through the whole 


tion of offices; writing references of cases, &c. &e. | 


i 


organizauon of the department, and show its prop- | 


| erues substantially the same as has always exist- 


ed; and without such assignment of duties, no de- 
partment or other extensive establishment could 
get on. 


‘The gentleman [Mr. Lrxco.n] speaks of routes 


abused, and contracts by men not worthy of con- | 


fidence. Does the gentleman not know that the 
Postmaster General has nothing to do with the 
establishment of routes—that they are established 
by Congress, and that his duty 1s aflerwards to 
put a mail on those routes? 
put his finger on any 
his district or section of country? 
I suppose the 
lowances that 


He cannot. 
entleman alludes to the extra al- 


noise in the other end of the Capitol—charged by 


many as being improper, and no one will venture 


to ask to have them discontinued. As to his own 


section of country, as well as other of the older 
| States, they obtained in their original contracts | 


their full share, and all that was desired. If there 
be any such unworthy contractors as the gentle- 
man seems to suppose, I know them not. 


lishment of new routes, there has also been a num- 
ber with it reported for discontinuance, by the 
Postmaster General; but it has been rare that the 


| members have permitted those or any of them to 


be discontinued. 


_ The gentleman says the department is plunged | 
irrecoverably in debt, and is insolvent from 800,000 | 


to $1,000,000, and his colleague over the way 


[Mr. Reep] says the department is unable to | 


pay, which means, that it is insolvent, as I 
understand him. He will answer both these gen- 
tlemen at the same time, by saying to them, the 

are mistaken; such is not the fact. if 
he would take the responsibility of here saying 
that the amount due by the Post Oflice Department 
does not exceéd $300,000 beyond their available 
means, and that during the next year, they will be 


McLean expresses that opinion ina letter to Mr. || free from debt, and very shortly thereafter will be 


| 
Barry, and which he read when up before. The | 
gentleman — of disposing of one-half of this |) 


tribe. He 


new not what the gentleman meant || people. 


prepared to grant facilities, in the shape‘of extras, | 


if it be necessary, for the accommodation of the 
Sir, as to that department’s becoming in- 


when he speaks of the clerks as a tribe, whether || solvent, a moment’s reflection must satisfy any and 
intended as an expression of reproach or other- |! 


wise. 
ance with those clerks justifies him in saying they 
were honorable and meritorious, who were always 
to be found at their posts, and laboring early and 
late, as their business may require. And if the 
gentleman will go to the department, and go through 
it, and examine for himself, he must become satis- 
fied that his opinions of the requisite labor are - 
erroneous. Sir, the duties of solicitor, examiner, 
and office of appointments, the gentleman inquires 
what they are, as if to afford himself an opportu- 
nity of answering his own questions, and does 
answer them in hisown way. Mr. C. said, if he 
would allow him, he would give to him correctly | 
what are the duties of those bureaus, if permitted 
so to call them. 
‘attend to the final settlement or closing of all ac- | 
‘counts; the collection of all balances; the com- |! 
‘mencement of suits; and the correspondence with || 
‘United States district attorneys and others, in |, 
*yelation thereto; also, the correspondence con- | 
‘cerning the past accounts of postmasters,” “The | 
‘examiner’s office is that which is charged with 
‘ the crediting and examining all postmasters’ ac- 
‘counts; the correspondence connected therewith; 
‘ receiving and depositing in bank such remittances 
‘as are specially authorized; returning what is not 
‘receivable, and with notifying and reporting delin- 
* quents."? The duties of the office of appointments 
consists in the examination and endorsement of me- | 
morials, letters, and reports; obtaining and noting 
information from the book-keepers and the office 
of mail contracts, filing papers in appropriate par- 
cels and cases; notifymg charges against post- 
masters and assistants, and complaints of the inn 


— 


But he begged to say to him, his acquaint- || such a state of things. 


“The duty of the solicitor is, to |! 


every gentleman how perfectly idle it is to suppose 


put a mail on them. 
transporting that mail, either by horse or coach, 
weekly, twice or thrice weekly, or daily, is vested 


_ solely in him, and he could, if necessary or proper, 
discontinue every coach in the United States from | 
its service, and have the mails transported, the 


cheaper way, on horseback. 


The gentleman has said something about con- | 
| tractors applying for their pay and its being re- 
fused, and they threatened by the department if, 
they did not go away they would be paid in for- | 


feitures. The gentleman has been incorrectly in- | 
formed. It is not so. No such case has ever | 
occurred. If the pay of a contractor has been 


withheld, there is some other cause, some difficulty | 


in relation to the performance of his duties; and 
he called on the gentleman to name any one of 
those if he could. 

{Here Mr. L., said he would reply after the man- 


ner of a Yankee, by asking another question: Had | 
| not contractors often been at the department and 


Can the gentleman | 
such unworthy contractor in | 


ave been made, the extras and | 
stars in the Blue Book, that has made so much | 


There | 
may be routes that should be discontinued—and | 
whenever a bill has been presented for the estab- | 


Mr. C. said, | 


Congress establishes the | 
|| post roads—the Postmaster General is required to 
The power and manner of | 





been refused their pay, and were told they were | 


defautters ?} 

Mr. C, said no contractor had applied at the de- 
partment for their pay, that did not receive what 
was due to him. e had but a moment before ex- 
pressed a belief that there must be some cause for 
a refusal, if any such there was. He had touched 
the right chord—the gentleman's inquiry explains 
it—he has heard of some one who was a defaulter, 
complaining, and that’s all. Forfeitures can only 


| be charged against a contractor after they occur and 


are so reporied to the department. 


@ 
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He would beg now to say a word or two to the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] who com- 
plains that contractors in his State have been paid 
with post notes, and have lost four or five per cent. 
in the sale or exchanging of them. hy, sir, 
those post notes were on specie-paying banks, and 
what better could the gentleman expect? When 
his constituents enter into a contract with the Post. 
master General, no particular kind of money is 
required or specified—the contractor expects good 
money, and the department a age to give good 
money, and does give him such. As far as the 
amount collected in each State, in the shape of post- 
age, goes, it is paid to the contractors. hen 
that falls short, the department pays in drafts or 
post notes of banks where they may have deposites, 
always those being on specie-paying banks; and 
such, f presume, is the fact with Maine—as with 
many other States—the receipts of the whole State 
are not equal to the expenditures by 20 or 25 per 
cent. made in that State; and this may account 
for the reason why the gentleman’s constituents 
were paid off in post notes. Sir, the post office 
in the city of New York alone yielded, the year 
ending in 1833, $179,000; in Philadelphia, $112,000, 
and thus in a single post office, the amount re- 
ceived is greater than that yielded by three or four 
States together. The department must, from ne- 
cessity, transfer the money from those States, 
where there is a surplus, to those where there is a 
deficiency and want. As to the inquiry, sir, why 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
have not examined and reported in relation to this 
department, he could only say, the facts had been 
reported to the House by the Postmaster General 
in his annual report, that no call has been made 
on this committee that has not been promptly an- 
swered, and they have been ready promptly to 
answer any that might be made on them by order 
of this House. 

The motion to strike out was rejected. 

Mr. REED moved that the committee rise— 
ayes 69, noes 77. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved to reduce the item to 


|| $17,000. 


Mr. EWING advocated the reduction, and 
spoke at length upon the necessity of reforming 
the abuses to which the Post Office had lent itself 
in electioneering. He disavowed any imputation 
upon the character of the man at the head of the 
department. 

ir. POLK here rose to a point of order: that 
the motion to reduce the item was not in order, 
the motion to strike out having been rejected. He 
referred to the rules, from which he quoted the 
rule to amend. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had some doubts about 
it himself; but he had handed it to the Chairman, 
and it received his sanction. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that as there was no 
objection made at the time the amendment was 
offered, he took for granted that the committee 
received the motion by unanimous consent, which 
they had a right to do. 

Mr. POLK. The mover himself admits its ir- 
regularity. 

he CHAIRMAN decided that unless he with- 
drew it, the objection was too late. 

Mr. LINCOLN declined to withdraw. 

Mr. EWING then resumed, and asserted that 
men possessing intelligence, integrity, and’ worth, 
had been removed from the offices in Indiana, 
and men of a contrary character placed in their 
situations. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said, however this might 
have been the case in the gentleman’s district, 
it was not the fact with respect to his own. 
There, the offices were filled with men of the 
highest worth. 

Mr. EWING said he knew of instances where 
men were appointed solely for being whole-hog 
Jackson men, and of an appointment being given 
in Bloomfield to a man who could not read his 
commission when appointed. 

Mr. HANNEGAN rejoined. 

And the question having been taken, the motion 
to reduce was rejected: 

Ayes 53, noes 85. ; 

r. POLK moved to strike out the item for 
additional clerk hire to bring up the arrearages in 
the Surveyor General’s Office, ($3,500. ) 

Agreed to.J 
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peared that there was still no quorum. 
call of the House. 
and prevailed. 


suspend the rule, for the purpose of taking up for | 
consideration the joint resolution for watering the 
Avenue, it was decided in the negative—ayes 84, 
noes 54—(not two-thirds. ) 


in order to take up for gonsideration the following 
resolution, some time ago offered by him: Mr. 


the Speaker of the House of Representatives close | 
the present session of Congress by an adjournment 


of their respective Houses on Saturday the 31st of 
May next. 


were ordered. 


determined in the negative—yeas 91, nays 57; (not |, 
two-thirds. ) 


Committee on the memorial of Benjamin Phillips, 


reported ** A bill authorizing experiments on steam | 
engines.’’ 


order to take up the aEpreRnation bill, but with- 
drew it at the request o 


take up the motion to reconsider the vote rejecting 
the bil 


motion of Mr. THOMSON, the further consider- 


ation of the bill was postponed to the first Monday 
in December next. 


rules, ‘n order to take up the appropriation bill, 
and, on division, the motion was rejected, bya 
vote of 92 to 60—(not two-thirds.) 


Whole, Mr. Conner in the chair, on the bill to 
compensate Susan Decatur and others. 


last, stated that he was unable, in consequence of || to be printed. 
indisposition, to proceed in the discussion to-day, 1 
and therefore relinquished the floor. | 


the portion of Mrs. 


moved to strike out f31,412, and insert $25,000 as | 


tions but the Chair decided that it was not devi- | 
Sipie, 


that the share of Mrs. 
Secretary of the Nav 
of which shall be paid to Susan Decatur during her 
natural life, and two-thirds of the principal there- 


834. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the committee | after paid to the heirs and legal representatives of |. 
rise, and the motion prevailed: ayes 72, noes 64. || the late Cemmodore Decatur, the other third being | 
The committee thereupon rose and reported pro- | subject to Mrs. Decatur’s disposition by will. 
gress, and | Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, moved to strike 

The House adjourned. | out the enacting clause. 











} 
The motion was rejected—ayes 53, noes 80. 
The amendment proposed by Mr. ARCHER 
prevailed—ayes 72, noes 61. 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, proposed | 

The resolutions heretofore offered by Messrs. || @? amendment to strike out all after the enacting | 
Warpwe.t and Reep, for information from the clause, and inserting a new distribution (in which 
War Department, were taken up, by consent, and | ao was to be given to Mrs. Decatur.) | 
agreed to. | ne amendment was rejected. | 

“The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Strew-| — After which, on motion of Mr. McKENNAN, 

art, for printing 3,000 extra copies of the report |! the committee rose, and reported the bill to the 
on the subject of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, |, House; which was ordered to be printed as amend- 
was taken up, by consent, and agreed to. | ed; and 

Mr. CHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- || ‘Phe House adjourned. 
trict of Columbia, reported the joint resolution |) 
from the Senate for watering the Pennsylvania || 
Avenue, without amendment. i! 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the suspension of the || 
rules, in order to proceed to the consideration of || 
the resolution now. 

The question being taken, it appeared that there 
was no quorum. 

Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, asked for the yeas 
and nays on the motion; and, on division, it ap- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, April 26, 1834. 








IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, -fpril 28, 1834. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United States, upon executive business, by 
Mr. Donetson, his Private Secretary. 


Mr. TYLER presented the proceedings and res- 
| olutions of a public meeting of young men of the | 
city of Richmond, and town of Manchester, Vir- 
ginia, condemning the course of the Executive, 
and recommending the restoration of the deposites 
to the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. LEIGH presented a memorial from inhab- 
itants of the county of Gloucester, Virginia, of a 


} 

| 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, moved a 
similar character. | 
I 

| 


Negatived. 
The motion for the yeas and nays was again put, 


The question being then taken on the motion to | 


Both the proceedings of the meeting and the 
memorial, were read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial of certain 
citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
the imposition of duties upon foreign coal; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. BOON moved the suspension of the rules 


CHAMBERS presented the petition of 
George W. Howard; which was referred. 

Mr. SILSBEE presented the petition of John 

Ames, paper manufacturer; which was referred to 

the Committee on the Judiciary. ; 
| Mr. 'TOMLINSON presented a memorial from 
'a number of importing merchants of the city of 
New York, praying that the unexpected excess of 
duties which they have been obliged to pay under 
the act of 2d of March, 1833, may be refunded. | 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN presented the petition of 

Andre Frederick Paisseau and others, of Louisi- 
ana; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
| lic Lands. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of John Walker, in behalf of Edmund P. Fol- 
| some, an orphan child of the Choctaw nation, 
| asking that a quarter section of land be set apart 
for him in conformity with the provisions of the 
treaty with the Choctaw nation. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial signed | 
by more than six thousand inhabitants of the city 
of Utica, and the county of Oneida, New York, | 
praying the restoration of the saponins to the | 

ank of the United States, and asking Congress 
to take such measures as their wisdom may sug- 
gest, to restore the currency of the country to a | 
healthful condition. 

The memorial was accompanied by a few re- | 
marks by Mr, WEBSTER, and was then read and 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 


Resolved, That the President of the Senate and 


Mr. BOON asked the yeas and nays, and they 


The question being taken on the motion, it was 


Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, from the Select 


Read twice and committed. 
Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rules in 


Mr. THOMSON, who moved that the House 


for the relief of David Kilbourne. 
The motion to reconsider prevailed; and, on 


Mr. POLK renewed his motion to suspend the 


The House went into the Committee of the 


r. LANE, who had the floor from Saturday 


Mr. WILKINS presented a memorial of a large || 
number of the inhabitants of Huntingdon, Hun- 
| tingdon county, Pennsylvania, approving of the 
| course of the President of the United States with 
| regard to the Bank of the United States, approving | 
' the course of the Hon. William C. Rives, late a || 
| Senator from Virginia, and differing with certain || 
, : . i Senators for not obeying instractions sent them by | 
The question being taken, the motion was lost, || the Legislatures of their several States, 
Mr. ARCHER moved an amendment providing i} Mr. WILKINS said that he fully concurred | 

|. Decatur be vested by the | with the gentleman from Massachusetts in the sen- 
in publie stocks, the income || timent expressed by him. He, also, was not labor- 
| ing under any — despondency, nor did he 
‘despair of the Republic, though he confessed he 


Mr. PARKER spoke in favor of the bill, and | 


ecatur. 


Mr. McKINLEY moved a division of the ques- | 
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despaired of anything being «lone at the present 
session of Congress to relieve the country, owing 
to the grea contrariety of opinion prevailing here, 
in the House of Representatives, and out of doors. 
If it was possible for us, seeing so much of public 
sentiment, to ascertain what that sentiment was, 
we ought to endeavor to abide by it, and adopt 
something in acegpdance with it, in aid of the peo- 
ple. But he despaired of ascertaining i by the 
peeiyen of the proceedings of public meetings. 

le had many such expressions in his possession; 
but we could not ascertain from them the real state 
of public sentiment, in the excited situation of the 
country. It was to be presumed that all petition- 
ers were equally interested in the prosperity of the 
institutions of the country, and in preserving the 
Constitution and laws, and they were therefore 
entitled to credit for their exertions. They were 
all equally respectable, and all interested in their 
country’s welfare. Mr. W. had determined to 
present no more of these proceedings, but he had 
had in his possession, for some time past, the pro- 
ceedings of a public meetung held at the Court- 
house tin the town of Huntingdon, in Huntingdon 
county, Pennsylvania, which he would present. 
That county was in a central situation, upon the 
great Pennsylvania canal, in the midst of an ex- 
tensive and rich iron region, and from these ecir- 
cumstances, was intimately connected with the 
trade, commerce, and business transactions of 
Pennsylvania. He moved that the proceedings 
be read, and they would be found to be opposed 
in sentiment to those from the county of Queida, 
just presented, 

Mr. CHAMBERS remarked, that he had not 
understood all the resolutions when they were 
read, but the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
said that they were in direct opposition to the 
Oneida memorial, which said that everything was 
depressed. Now, it was strange that any respect- 
able body of men would undertake to tell us that 
the products of industry were at high prices. They 


| admitted in these proceedings, that everything was 


paralyzed, but they attributed it all to the monster; 


and after this depression, when they have arrived 
| at the point of killing, they say it is better—he 


thought ita practice which would not relieve the 
patient, All knew that the crops were short, and 
But we were told that the bank was 
grinJing down the people; but by their official re- 
ports we perceive that they have not been curtail- 
ing at all; and yet they must now curtail; and if 


| the monster should thus go on calling in its debts, 


how was it possible for the pressure to go off. 
Common sense was against it. 

Mr. CLAY rose to say, that as allusion had 
been made to his name as a retained counsel of the 
bank, in terms which were not to be misunder- 


| stood, he would not contradict it, out of respect to 
| himself, but that he would be glad if the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania would return the memorialists 
| his thanks for their notice of him. 


The assertion 
was not true. He had had no professional con- 
nexion with the Bank of the United States for the 
last nine years. 

Mr. WILKINS replied, that the Senate would 
recollect that on one occasion he gave an opinion 


|, that our fellow-citizens had a right to be heard by 
us, in any language they chose to use. We could 


not examine strictly the language in which they 
chose to present themselves here, for that would 
be infringing upon the rights guarantied to them 
in the Constitution. It was for the Senate, after 
the presentation of a paper, to say what they would 
do with it. He was aware that the language of « 
portion of this paper—that part which alluded to 
the gentleman from Kentucky—was exceptionable, 
and of which he disapproved. But he asked that 
gentleman when he (Mr. W.) had ever uttered a 
sentiment disrespectful either to him or any other 
gentleman of the Senate? [Mr. Cray said, never. } 
But when a paper was sent to him to present, Mr. 
W. said he felt no right to object to it, The gen- 
tleman from Kentucky would have a right to re- 
buke him whenever he should find him using lan- 
guage of his own, disrespectful to him or any other 
member. 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Cuampenrs | 


. had called up to hia recollection an expression of 


his (Mr. W.’s) made at an early period in this 
discussion, but be had made it too general. He 


' never denied that there was distress and pressure 
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of his residence. 


ed now. He then said that he had no paper 
giving him evidence of distress in Pittsburg; but 
after this expression had gone to Pittsburg, a pub- 
lic meeting was held in consequence of it, and one 
of the resolutions there adopted, admitted that they 
had kept their complaints to themselves; that the 
ery of distress had not gone from Pittsburg, and 
in their expressions pointed particularly to the 
future. He acknowledged that distress did over- 
spread the land, to the utter condemnation of the 
Hank of the United States; and he confessed, that 
in this respect, he was disappointed as to the power 
and disposition of the bank to cause distress. As 
regarded the Oneida memorial, the difference was 
in relation to the bank, whether the Government 
or the bank was the nnmediate cause of the pre- 
vailing destress. With respect to agricultural 
products, we knew that they were all looking up 
in price, 
kets of Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

But allusion has been made to the Senators from 
New Jersey, and he regretted that it was there. 
But it only spoke of the question, whether those 
gentlemen were representing the sentiments of their 
constituents; they did not decide the question; and 
Mr. W. said his own wish was that they might 
represent them. But on the side of the Adminis- 
tration we have prima facie evidence in the instruc- 
tions of the New Jersey Legislature, that they did 
not represent then. And this was combated by 
those gentlemen by giving the proceedings of meet- 
Ings in New Jersey. He made no comments upon 
this subject; these men made their owh conclu- 
sions, in relation to the present situation of public 
affairs, and ume only would tell which party was 
right. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed, that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania said that there were so many 
memorialisis that he did not know what they 
wanted. but could any reasonable man say that 
he doubted what the opinion of the people was at 
this ime? Why, what was the question? 
on the propriety of the removal of the deposites, 
and he believed, the number of memorialists here 
was as twenty to one against it. And would any 
man say he donbted whether the majority of the 
pearls approved or disapproved of this measure? 


Je could not think any man would say it was | 


doubtful. He knew many gentlemen supported 
the Administration in the measure, but was the 
thing itself the object of their approbation? He 
was at a loss to know whether the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania had selected this paper for the de- | 
corum of its language, or the closeness or per- | 
He contended, however, | 


tunency of its reasoning. 
that Congress was bound to furnish a remedy for 
the people for the grievances they labored under, 
before their adjournment. 

Mr. WILKINS rose to correct an error of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. He did not ad- 
mit that he could not make up an opinion upon the 


relief. He had no doubt on which side 


posites, and the action of the Administration on 
the finances of the country; and he said that public 
sentiment was with the Administration. 
mitted that in our commercial cities the Adminis- 
tration had lost ground, for the commercial com- 
munity went with the moneyed interest of the 
country. But the sentiments of the commercial 
cities was not a fair test to ascertain the sentiments 
of the mass of the people—of the yeomanry of the 
country. In Philadelphia we had lost ground; 


also lost some ground; and he had no doubt he 
had been stripped of a portion of the favor which 
he had had the honor of enjoying; and on his re- 
turn home, he doubted not, he should be met with 
some coolness for the course which he had taken; 
a course which, before God he could say his con- 
science dictated to him as the proper one. 
to the dominant party, the yeomanry of Pennsyl- 
vania, he had no doubt that their spirits were up; 
that they were sensitive and compact; that they 
stood together, and were unmoved by the opera- 
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onthe people. In the month of January, he did 
deny that there was distress prevailing in the city | 
He did use the phrase, but he | 
re it in a way to justify it, and he was justi- || 


| and Indiana? 


Look at the article of flour in the mar- | 


It was | 


= 


He ad- | 


Butas | 
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‘| tions of the Bank of the United States. And what 


must have been the mischievous conduct of that 
bank which could have weaned from it so unani- 
mous an opinion of friendship as existed in Penn- 
sylvania a short time ago! Such was its flagrant 
conduct, that a total change had now taken place 
against it. What, then, was the rule by which 
we were to judge of the state of public opinion? 
Will you ta 


the touchstone? Take the elections since the re- 


| moval of the deposites, and whet must be the sen- 


timent of every impartial man? The removal of 
the deposites was the subject of conversation on 
every election ground in Pennsylvania. And yet 
what was the consequence? We should judge of 
that act by the effects which followed, not imme- 
diately, but by the subsequent conduct of the bank. 


The gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Porrer,] | 


was elected to the Senate by only one vote. And 
what was public sentiment in Missouri, Illinois, 
In favor of the Administration. In 
Ohio, where the elections took place on the second 
‘Tuesday of October, we had prima facie evidence, 


from the instructions of the Legislature, what that | 


sentiment was there. In Pennsylvania, a large 
majority of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives was decidedly so. In New Jersey, we had 
the same prima facie evidence, in the instructions 
of her Legislature. In New York, it was suffi- 
cient to say, that we had not been beaten. In the 


commercial emporium, where the greatest power . 
and influence of the bank was brought to bear on | 


the election, to a degree that perhaps will never be 
repeated, it had terminated in a defeat. These 


| were the facts from which Mr. W. said he drew | 


his conclusions. In Virginia, the contest was not 
yet over; but had the Administration gained or 
lost there? ‘That was the question. Then, as to 
relief, no one was more disposed to legislate, and 


to do anything to restore harmony to the country || 


than himself. He was willing to act at any mo- 
ment, to quiet the public mind on this vexed ques- 
tion. 

After some further remarks by Mr. PORTER, 
in which he said he was elected by a majority of 


two votes, instead of one, as had been observed by © 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, the paper was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of a large meeting of citizens of Edge- 


/combe county, North Carolina, approving of the 
course of the Executive with regard to the Bank 


of the United States, and recommending that the 


| deposites be not restored to that institution, and 
| the same may not be rechartered. 


The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolutions, 


| the immediate consideration of which he asked; 
| and leave being obtained, the resolutions were con- 


sidered, and after being slightly modified, on mo- 
tion of Mr. MOORE, were adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


a | directed to report to the Senate the gross amount 
present state of affairs, but he said there was such | 


a vanety of opinion as to retard any measures of | 
ublic 
sentiment was in relation to the removal of the de- | 


of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and the .sumber of acres which have been sold 
during the year 1833, including the last quarter of 
the year, and distinguishing the amount received, 


‘| and the number of acres sold in each State and 


Territory. 
Resolved, also, That he report to the Senate the 
manner in which has been ascertained at the Treas- 


| ury, from time to time, the ‘* twentieth part of the 


net proceeds of the lands lying within the said 
State [Ohio] sold by Congress trom and after the 
thirtieth day of June next, (1802) after deducting 
all expenses incident to the same,”’ which by the 


, | compact with Ohio was set apart for laying out 
but Philadelphia had always been opposed to the || 


Administration; and in the city of the West we had || 


and making public roads; and the manner in which 
the like allowance made to other new States has 
been ascertained at the treasury, showing especially 
the deductions made from the gross amount to as- 


certain the net proceeds. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Thomas; which was read, and the report accom- 
paying it ordered to be printed. 

Mr CLAYTON, at the same time, on leave, 


presented a memorial praying indemnification for 


L GLOBE. 


e the elections since October last, as | 





| expenses incurred in the District during the cho- 
| lera; which was referred to the Committee on the 
| District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the Rev. Mr. Wiltbank 
chaplain of the navy yard, Philadelphia, praying 
compensation for services rendered; which was 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Fj- 
nance, reported the following bills from the House 

| of Representatives, without amendment: 
‘| A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Kingston; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Walker; 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
| 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the amendment of Mr. 
|, Buss to Mr. Porwpexrer’s resolution relative to 

the protest of the President of the United States. 
| Mr. BIBB resumed and concluded his remarks 
/ against the reception of the protest, and the doc- 
| trines ns by that paper. 

Mr. GRUNDY then took the floor; when, on 
| his motion, at half-past four o’clock, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, -4pril 28, 1834. 


The Hon. Rice Garvanp, elected a member 
from Louisiana, in the room of the Hon. H. A. 
| Butiarp, resigned, appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 


Mr. BINNEY rose to state that he had been 
informed by Mr. Frankuin, the Clerk of their 
House, that he had received the afflicting account 

| of the death of his father. This event occurred 
on Saturday last; and there were circumstances 
| connected with it, which rendered his going to 
|| Philadelphia indispensable. Under such circum- 
| stances, he had been infarmed that an absence of 
|| three or four days would not be objected to by 
| the House. He asked leave, therefore, to submit 
| a motion to this effect. 

| Leave having been given, the motion of Mr. B. 
| that Mr. Franxuin have leave of absence for four 
| days, was unanimously agreed to. 

| Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, who had pre- 
| sented sundry memorials in relation to the bank 
|| and the removal of the deposites, from his constit- 
| uents, on the last petition day, called up his mo- 
| tion to print the same; and thereupon spoke at 
| oe. in explanation of his views. 

he memorials were, on motion of Mr. HALL, 


| laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. GRAHAM moved to lay on the table the 
| memorial from Burke county, North Carolina, 
|| presented by him on aformer day. Agreed to. 

‘|| Mr. GAMBLE called up a memorial from citi- 
|| zens of Savannah, respecting the United States 
| Bank and the deposites, presented by him on a 
|| former day, and proceeded to discuss the facts 
| alleged by the memorialists. The facts embodied 

'in the memorial were, he believed, true, and were 
believed to be true by a majority of the people of 
|| Georgia, and the people of the United States. 
They estimited the loss on the cotton crop of 

Georgia, produced by the removal of the depos- 
| ites, at one million of dollars, and of the whole 
cotton crop of the South, at six or eight millions. 
|| The number of the memorialists was small, being 
| only two hundred, but they were men of intelli- 
‘| gence, high character, and extensively engaged in 
|, business. 
| On motion of Mr. G. the memorial was read; 
|| and the motion to refer and print the same being 
|, under consideration, 
| Mr. WAYNE rose to make some remarks, but 
1 a question of order having been made, he yielded 
| the floor. 
| The motion to refer and print was then agreed 
| to. 

| Mr. WAYNE presented a memorial signed by 

| 680 citizens and legal voters of the city of Savan- 

| nah and gounty of Chatham, expressing their ap- 

| probatjén of the course of the Government in rela- 

|| tion <0 the United States Bank. He moved that 

||} the memorial be received, at the same time inti- 

|| mating an intention to call it up for the purpose of 

|| submitting some views on the subject at a future 
time. 


; 


‘ 
: 
is 
é. 








i 


1834. 


Mr. W. also presented two private petitions. 
Mr. FOSTER obtained leave to present a reso- 








SEE ORS Rn AL (a 


! ) 
| 


lution relative to a post route; which was referred. || 


Mr. POPE presented the proceedings of a pub- 
lic meetin held in the city of Louisville, in the 
State of Kentucky, on the 3d of April, 1834. He 
observed, that he 


address and resolutions had | 


_Bank. Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 


been received by him more than two weeks ago; | 


that he would take this occasion to observe, (so 
that it might be known to his constituents,) that 
the rules of the House prohibited the presentation 
of memorials and petitions on any other day than 
Monday; that the two last Mondays had been oc- 
cupied with the presentation of memorials from 
other States; and this was the very first opportunity 
that had offered for the purpose. 

Mr. P. said that, so far as he-could learn, the 
persons composing the meeting were gentlemen 
of fine practical sense, of character, of substance, 
and whose interests were intimately identified with 
the growth Ra prOePeE ny of Louisville; that bad 
government an 


‘| inhabitants of Bart 





Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, presented memo- 
rials from citizens of Louisiana, representing the 
existence of much embarrassment and distress in 
that State, and disapproving of the course of the 
Administration in relation to the United States 


printed. 
The SPEAKER presented a memorial from sun- 


| dry citizens of Louisiana, praying grants of land. 
| Referfed to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| to 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition. 

Mr: EWING moved a suspension of the rules 
rmit him to offer a resolution. Negatived. 
ir. KINNARD presented the petition of sundry 

tenes county, Indiana, for 


| the establishment of a post route from Shelbyville, 


via Morven, Newhope, and Newbern, to Geneva 
post office, Jennings county. 
Mr. CAGE presented several private petitions 


| and memorials. 


unwise legislation would affect , 


their interests as soon as it would those of any | 


other class of men of any other city. 


He said | 


that he had understood that the meeting was || 


composed of at least six hundred persons; and that 
they were animated with unwonted enthusiasm, 
and had adopted with acclamation the address 


and resolutions which he had the honor to pre- | 


sent. They deprecate, in the stron 
protest against its being rechartered; justify the 
removal of the public deposites from its custody; 
testify to the sufficiency of the reasons assigned by 
the Secretary of the Treasury for the act; and deny 


gest terms, the | 
course pursued by the Bank of the United States; | 


the assertions of alate public meeting in that city, | 


that there was a great reduction in the price of 


produce and other articles, and intimate that they | 
could only have proceeded from a desire to alarm | 


and agitate the public mind. 
by moving that the proceedings be read, laid upon 
the table, and printed. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON presented two private pe- 
titions; also,a memorial from 330 citizens of Grant 
county, in favor of the restoration of the deposites, 
and complaining of a general depression of business 
and prices; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MARSHALL presented a private petition. 

Mr. CHILTON 


Mr. P. concluded | 


presented a memorial from | 


citizens of the town of Brandenburg, praying the | 


interposition of Congress for the relief of the coun- 
try from present embarrassments. Laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 


zens of Lawrence and Greenup counties, on the 
subject of the Bank of the United States. 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, presented the pro- 
ceedings of a numerous meeting of the Demo- 
cratic Republicans of Salem and its vicinity, with 
resolutions expressing their approbation of the 
course of the Government in regard to the depos- 
ites and the United States Bank; which were read, 
ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. MITCHELL pawn the petition of 
Abraham Boring; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of the twelfth 
congressional district of Ohio, disapproving of the 
measures of the General Government in removin 
the deposites from the Bank of the United States. 

Also, a memorial from the same district, in favor 
of the late action of the Secretary of the Treasur 
in removing the public funds from the Bank of the 
United States, and against its recharter. 

Mr. CASEY presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Edgar county, Illinois, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post route; which, on his motion, 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Clinton county, in favor of the restoration 
of the deposites. 

Mr. VANCE presented memorials from citi- 
zens of Champaign county, in favor of the restora- 
tion of the deposites. 

Mr. LEAVITT presented a memorial from 
citizens of Harrison county, protesting against the 
recharter of the bank, and approving of the re- 
moval of the deposites. 

All of which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


country in regard to the currency, and asking a 
restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. CASEY | 
and MARDIS. 

Mr. MURPHY presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Dallas county, Alabama, praying 
Congress to restore the deposites, and charter a | 
Bank of the United States, in such a manner as to 
render it acceptable to the nation. Read, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented several petitions. 

Mr. WATMOUGH asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up the joint resolution 
from the Senate, to direct the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings to water the Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Objections having been made— 

Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rule, to en- 
able him to offer it. 

The House refused, yeas 80, nays not counted, 

_ Mr. MERCER presented some papers in rela- | 
tion to the Potomac Bridge; which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. OSGOUD asked leave to present some reso- 
lutions passed at a meeting of delegates from seve- |, 
ral towns in his district, and also a memorial, sign- |, 
ed by a large number of the legal voters in said 
district, relating to the present situation of the 


United States. As these resolutions, and this me- 
morial, were accompanied by a letter of instruc- 
tions to Mr. O., he asked leave of the House to 


|| sabmit some remarks in presenting them to its con- 


| 
Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial from citi- | 


sideration. 
The question having been taken on Mr. O.’s | 
motion, the vote stood—ayes 80, noes 23. (No 


|; quorum.) 


| 


Laid | 


| 
|| Was rejected, yeas 66, nays 81. 
| 


| 


Mr. CONNOR moved an adjournment; which 


On a second motion for leave to permit Mr. OS- || 


| GOOD to explain, the vote stood 89 to 16—no |, 


| journ; which prevailed, and 


} 
| 


| quorum. | 
} 
' 


Mr. WARDWELL renewed the motion to ad- 


The Senate adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, pril 29, 1834. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a report |, 


| from the Secretary of the Senate, stating that he |, 
| had, in compliance with the resolution of the Sen- || 


| 
} 





ate of the 11th instant, prepared a list of the sig- | 
natures to memorials, both for and against the re- | 
moval of the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- | 
ted States. 
Mr. CLAY moved that one thousand copies of || 
the report of the Secretary be printed, but withdrew | 
his motion, upon the suggestion of Mr. Forsyrn, | 
with an intimation that he would renew it to-mor- || 
row. | 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. BELL presented a memorial, signed by | 
about 450 inhabitants of Somersworth, and anoth- | 
er, signed by about 500 citizens of Dover, in New | 
Hampshire, praying that the deposites may be re- | 
stored to the Bank of the United States, and that 
that institution may be rechartered. 

After some remarks by Mr. BELL, the memo- | 
rials were read, referred to the Committee on Fi- |' 


nance, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on |! 


aes. 


851 


Public Lands, reported a bill granting an entire 
township of land, to be located in the State of Hli- 
nois or erritory of Michigan, to be divided among 
the two hundred and thirty-five Polish exiles sent 
to the United States by the Emperor of Austria. 


| The report and bill were read, and, together with 


the petition, ordered to be printed, and made the 
special order of the day for Thursday week. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
The following resolutions were submitted: 
By Mr. CHAMBERS: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


directed to inform the Senate whether any other 
| Treasury drafts, called at the department ‘ trans- 


fer drafis,’’ on the United States Bank, have been 
drawn since his report of the 11th December, 1833, 
and the purposes to which the amount of such 
drafts, if any, have been applied. 

By Mr. SWIFT: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending to Ebenezer Hart, of Vermont, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, the benefits of the act of Congresa 
of June 7th, 1832, granting pensions to the oflicers 
and soldiers of the revolutionary army. 


On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the Senate took 
up the memorial, presented some days ago, from 
the district of Hanover, York county, im Penn- 
sylvania, on the subject of the removal of the de- 
posites, 

Mr. WILKINS spoke at length, in answer to 
Mr. Cxay’s remarks upon the late conduct of Gov- 
ernor Wolf, in relation to the Bank of the United 
States; a full report of which will be given in a 
few days. 

Mr. W. was followed by Mr. CLAY and Mr. 
MANGUM, in a few incidental remarks. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should to- 
morrow move the consideration of an appropria- 
tion bill from the House of Representatives, which 
required the immediate action of the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER also gave notice that, after the 
transaction of the morning’s business, he should 
move the Senate to proceed to executive business. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being Mr. Bins’s amendment 
of Mr. Peezvan’ resolutions on the protest of 
the President of the United States. 

Mr. GRUNDY rose, and addressed the Senate 
until four o’clock, against the amendment and reso- 
lutions; when 

Mr. CLAY obtained the floor, and after a few 


remarks in reply, moved an adjournment, but gave 


way to 
Mr. MANGUM, to make an explanation; when, 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, April 29, 1834. 
Mr. LINCOLN moved the suspension of the 


| rules in order to offer a resolution proposing a series 
| of inquiries in relation to the Post Office Depart- 


ment; and thereupon he asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed 
to, yeas 103, nays 50. 

The resolution was then submitted, and is as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the number 
and names and dates of the appointments respect- 
ively of the clerks, agents, and other officers and 
persons employed in his department, (other than 
postmasters and persons employed in the respective 
post offices, ) and of the distribution and assignment 
of the appropriate duties of each; and especially of 
the character of the services required of the Solicit- 


| or and clerks of the Solicitor’s office; and the duties 


and official employment of each of the persons who 
in the register of the offices and agents of the Gov- 
ernment called the “ Blue Book,”’ are denominated 
clerks of appointments; and that he also inform the 
House from what fund or appropriation, all the offi- 
cers and persons employed im his department have 
received their compensation. And that he be fur- 
ther directed to state to this House to what cor- 
porations or individuals (if any) the Post Office 








a ee 


pi 


Department is indebted for money borrowed, and to || 


what amount to each of such corporations or indi- | 


viduala apereen and at what rates of interest 
such loans have been obtained; whether the depart- 
ment has overdrawn the amount of deposites to its 
eredit in any bank or banks, and if so, in what 
balances it is now indebted to such banks; in what 
instances, if any, and to what amount, the depart- 
ment has anticipated its revenue by draft on post 
offices in advance of the current quarter; and 


THE 


whether there are arrearages due to any contract- | 


ors, according to the terms of their contracts, 


either executed or continuing, for the conveyance | 


of the mails, and to whom, and to what amount 
respectively; and what is the aggregate amount of 
the indebtedness of the department, beyond its 
present means and resources to discharge all its 
pecuniary obligations in time, and according to its 
engagements and liabilities. 


Mr. LUNCOLN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to the consideration of the resolution; 
but an objection being made, he moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule which required the resolution to 
lie one day on the table, in order that it might be 
considered now. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, asked the yeas 
and nays thereon, and they were ordered. 

‘The question being taken, the House rejected 
the motion to consider now, yeas 110, nays 68, 
(not two-thirds. ) 


Mr. MERCER obtained the consent of the House 
to submit the following resolution, which lies on 
the table one day of course: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a communication 
of the 6th of October, 1833, from a civil engineer 
of Pennsylvania, on the subject of the contempla- 
ted bridge across the Potomac, at the city of Wash- 
ington. 


On motion of Mr. GILMER, a report from the 
War Department, in relation to the death of Har- 
diman Owens, was taken up for reference. 

Mr. CLAY said the subject related to the law, 
und the administration of the law, and he there- 
fore moved its reference to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. GILMER said that the most important part 
of the report related to the conduct of an officer of 
thearmy. It was due from the Government to 
the people to investigate the subject. I: did not 
properly belong to the Judiciary Committee, but, 
as he thought, to a select committee. 

After some words from Messrs. CLAY, WIL- 
LIAMS, GILMER, and McKINLEY, 

Mr. POLK moved that the House proceed to 
the orders of the day, and it was agreed to. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole, 


Mr. Hussanp in the chair. 
Mr. WHITE, of New York, moved that the 


committee proceed to the consideration of the bill | 


regulating the value of foreign silver coins in the 
United States. 


Mr. WHITE assured the chairman and the | 
committee, that nothing but his duty to the com- | 


mercial community would induce him to ask the | 


favor, at this moment, when a great public meas- 


ure (the appropriation bill) was before them; but, || 
as its necessity was urgent, and as it could not || 


occupy any great poruon of time, he asked that it | 


be now taken up. 

Mr. POLK said, if it would not create debate, 
nor occupy much time, he would assent to its con- 
sideration now. 

After some words from Mr. McK AY, 


| reduction. 


Mr. WHITE withdrew the motion for the pres- || 


ent, 
On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of the bill making ap- | 


propriations fer the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the United States during the year 1834. 

Mr. VANCE moved to strike out the following 
item: 

Hor additional clerk hire, i order to bring up 
the arrears, and tranacribing the field notes of said 


‘| granted under the authority of the United States, 


otlice, for the purpose of having them preserved at | 


the seat of Government, $1,000. 
After some explanations from Messrs. McKIN- 
LEY, POLK, LYON of Michigan, C. C. CLAY, 


and ASHLEY, and a few remarks from Messrs. | 


VANCE and LANE, 
The amendment was rejected, 


‘| was to carry out the recommendation of the Libra- |, 


| 
| 
1 


| 

The next item, being for the compensation to the | 
Surveyor General of Arkansas, ¢1,500— 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the question 
should be taken on each item, and not passed over | 
without a vote being taken for the concurrence. 

Mr. POLK suggested that the most convenient | 
course was to move to strike out such items as 
were objected to. 

Mr. W 
honorable member from North Carolina. 

The question waa then taken on several items; 
which were agreed to. 


Mr. ASHLEY proposed an amendment to the | 


item for additional clerk hire, authorizing the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury to provide for some sur- | 
veys that should be found necessary, many which, | 
he explained, had been overlooked in various | 
places. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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April 29. 


| ry Committee, at the time there was a conference 
| deemed sary on account of the former dis- 
agreement existing between the two legislative 
| branches on the subject of printing. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Several items of the bill were then read, and con- 
eurred in. 











| When the following item was read— 
AYNE approved of the motion of the /| 


For compensation and mileage of the members 
| of the Legislative Council, pay of the officers of 


| the Council, fuel, stationary, and printing, for the 


| Michigan Territory, $11,4 
Mr. POLK moved to amend this, by inserting 
| $4,000 to pay up arrearages which occurred for 
the same objects during the past year. 
Mr. McKAY objected. 
Mr. LYON and Mr. POLK quoted the estimates 
| to sustain the appropriation, which was finally 


Mr. DUNCAN concurred in the propriety of || agreed to. 


the amendment. 

Mr. POLK regretted that he must object to the | 
amendment being proposed to this bill, where it | 
was evidently out of place. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to it, because it gave a | 
discretionary power to the Secretary of the ‘Treas- | 
ury, to increase or grant compensation. 

Mr. ASHLEY finally withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. VANCE moved to strike out the next item, 
as he considered that these officers were perfect 
sinecures: 


For enabling the respective surveyors general to | 


furnish the several land offices, commencing under 
the credit system, with renewed township plats, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in cases where those previously furnished 
have been defaced, or become materially injured | 
by use, $10,000. 


The votes on the amendment to strike out, stood 
ayes 45, noes 53. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN having ascertained there | 
were one hundred and twenty-six members, being | 
a quorum, present— 

Mr. McKINLEY explained the necessity that 
existed for the appropriation. 

It was opposed by Messrs. H. EVERETT, 
FULLER of New York, and BURGES. 

Mr. POLK read a statement from the Commis- | 
sioner of the Land Office, which went to show | 
that much evil had accrued for the want of these 


maps; he, however, left it to the committee to say || 


whether the appropriation should be reduced in | 
amount. 

After some remarks from Mr; BARRINGER | 
and Mr. FULLER, 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to reduce the appropria- 
tion to one half, viz: $5,000. 

The CHAIRMAN said this was not in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS opposed the appropriation 
altogether. 


Mr. POLK said he should not oppose the 








Mr. PLUMMER bore testimony to the neces- 
sity that existed in the land offices in Mississippi, 
to have these maps renewed. It was all-important 
to the interest of his constituents that they should 
be supplied; and as eee had paid into the 
treasury large sums, he hoped so small an appro- 
priation would not be refused. 

The motion to strike out was rejected: Ayes 57, 
noes 67. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to strike out $10,000, and | 
insert $5,000. 

Mr. BULL moved to insert $9,500. 

The amendment was rejected. 

And the amendment proposed by Mr. ASHLEY 


was agreed to: Ayes 92, noes not counted. 


For compensation to the Secretary appointed by | 
the President to sign all patents for lands sold or | 


per act of second March, eighteen hundred and | 
thirty-three, including arrears of salary not paid | 
for eighteen hundred and thirty-three, the sum of | 
$2,750. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings in Washington city, $2,000. 

For the purchase of books for the Library of 
Congress, $5,000. 


Mr. J.Q. ADAMS moved to amend this, by | 
increasing the amount to $10,000, which, he said, | 


|| Territo 


For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Arkansas Territory, including ad- 
ditional compensation to the judges, under the act 
of twentieth April, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
two, at $800 each, from the sixteenth March, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-three, to thirty-first De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, $13,800. 


Mr. McKAY moved to amend, by inserting, in 
lieu of 4800, $533. 

Mr. POLK guoted the estimates. 

Mr. SEVIER advocated it. 

The amendment was rejected. 


For incidental expenses of the Legislative Coun- 
cil of said Territory, per act of twenty-fourth May, 
eighteen hundred and prenty-signt. omitted last 
year, seven hundred and twenty dollars. 

Mr. BELL proposed to amend the foregoing, 
at the recommendation of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, by inserting a paragraph to defray the 
expenses of digesting and printing the laws of the 


ty; Poe s 

Mr. HARDIN did not see that any necessity 
existed for the General Government digesting and 
printing the local laws of any Territory, which 
| could not be voluminous enough to require it. He 
| hoped that no new items of expenditure would be 


|| inserted, but that the appropriation would be made 
|| only in reference to offices previously established 


by law. 

Mr. BELL said he made the recommendation 
by desire of the committee, in consequence of a 
memorial to that effect from the Legislative Coun- 
cil. He could not agree that the principle alluded 
to was established, although he desired that it 
should, believing it to be a bad course of legisla- 
| tion, but the practice was well known to have pre- 
vailed in consequence of peculiar circumstaices, 
which generally led to it, and which seemed almost 
impossible to avoid, 

Mr. SEVIER maintained that the principle of 
| inserting this amendment was as justifiable as 
others which found their way into the bill. 

The motion of Mr. Beut was agreed to, 73 to 
49. 


Mr. BRIGGS, at the request of the Delegate 
from Florida, who was not now present, moved to 
strike out $11,300, as the a ropriation for the 
| Governor, judges, &c., of the ‘Territory of Florida, 
and to insert $13,000. Rejected. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved one or two other slight 


| 





‘|| amendments, which were adopted. 


| Mr.SELDEN moved an amendment proposing 

| a limitation to the fees of the distriet attorneys, 
by preventing them from dividing their actions 

| against individuals. 

Mr. POLK opposed the motion, and after some 

/remarks from Messrs. McKAY, FILLMORE, 

| PARKER, WAYNE, BRIGGS, and BEARDS- 

| LEY, 

Mr. LANE moved to amend the amendment, 


l by providing that the district attorney shall em- 


_ brace in the same suit, the several demands which 
| he may have in his hands for prosecution against 
an individual at any one time. ; 
Mr. SELDEN spoke against the motion to 
amend the amendment. ‘ 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the comniittee 
rise. Ayes 91, noes not counted. 
The committee then rose and reported progress; 
| and, 
| On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 
The House adjourned. 
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